

[image: Cover]	
Heartlight Daily Devotionals

Inspiring articles and daily devotionals from Heartlight. Providing positive resources for daily Christian Living.


created at jarss.com


	RSS feeds contained in this ebook:



	
	Heartlight Articles - Just for Men

	
	Heartlight Articles - Just for Women

	
	Heartlight Articles - Leading in Hope

	
	Heartlight Articles - Special Features

	
	Heartlight Articles - Two Minute Meditations

	
	Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon

	
	Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon

	
	My Utmost for His Highest

	
	Praying With Paul by Eldon Degge

	
	Quotemeal from Heartlight

	
	What Jesus Did! from Heartlight

	


This ebook is created at JARSS.com




Heartlight Articles - Just for Men

Published: 19-Mar-2011 09:00AM

The latest articles from the Just for Men series at Heartlight.




	We Get to Play Baseball



	Perfect!?



	Silence



	Predicting the Future





[Heartlight Articles - Just for Men]


We Get to Play Baseball

Published: 12-Jul-2010 10:00PM

"Brooks, you know what we get to do today? We get to play baseball!"



Those are the words that Jim Morris, The Rookie, delivers at the turning point of his story. After being on the road with his minor league team for a couple of months, he reaches his low point. He's tired. He's discouraged. He calls his wife to tell her he is coming home. During the conversation she tells him to make sure it is his decision because she does not want him to live with regret the rest of his life.



Pondering what to do, he hangs up and walks away from the phone booth when he sees the lights of a baseball field. He makes his way to the field and discovers it is a little league field. He leans on the outfield fence as he takes in the scene when he makes eye contact with a young player. It is only a brief exchange between a boy on the field and the boy inside of him, but it's long enough for him to remember why he loves the game. 



The next morning he bounds through the locker room with a huge smile on his face. He finds his best friend on the team, puts his hand on his shoulder and says, "Brooks, you know what we get to do today?" Then, without giving time for an answer he says. "We get to play baseball!"



I've lost count on how many times I've watched that movie. I cry every time. The reason is that every time I see this scene I think, "That's how I want to live!" I want to wake up each day thinking, "Do you know what I get to do today? I get to live life to the fullest!" That's how I want to live. That's how I want my friends to live. That's how I want Kingdom people to live.



Here's how it would work. 



Teachers would get up in the morning and say, "Today I get to teach children! I get to help them understand English, teach Math, take students on a journey through History, introduce them to the marvels of Biology, or walk with them through the faith building stories of the Bible."



Lawyers would go to their jobs with a smile on their faces and say, "Today I get to help people who have legal issues. I get to help bring justice to the world!"



Construction workers would step on the job site and say to their coworkers, "Guys, today we get to build a building!"



Librarians would be going into the "Quiet please" world of books and say, "Today I get to help people expand their imaginations with a book!" "Today I get to help a student do research that will in turn help them complete their education!"



Business men and business women would take delight in their day when they say, "Today I get to use my gifts and my talents in the business world to make the community a better place for all to live."



Police officers and firefighters would approach their duties with a confident, "Today I get to protect the citizens of our city." 



Preachers would be waking up on a Sunday morning knowing, "Today I get to introduce people to the Creator of the Universe!"



What do you get to do today? Not what are you required to do today? 



As Children of God every day is a gift from our Father to be used to glorify Him by loving people, by shining a light into a dark place, and by bringing hope to a hopeless soul. We get to live with God's Spirit flowing through us to demonstrate that we have been washed by the blood of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven of our sins, and we have been brought near to the living God. 



Paul said it this way:




Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving (Colossians 3:23-24 NIV). 





Let's do it. Beginning now ... as soon as you finish this article ... look at yourself in the mirror or tell a person close to you, "You know what I get to do today? I get to live for God!" Sure, some people may try to make you think you are a little off your rocker, but who cares. You just might be the voice of hope they need that will give them a reason to live another day. 



Today you get to tell someone that they are loved by God. 



Today you get to bring joy into a joyless heart. 



Today you get to share a story of how God has worked in your life. 



Today you get to show someone how God has revealed Himself to you. 



Today you get to live the abundant life God has planned for you. 



You know what I get to do today? I get to share these words that come from the depths of my soul to bring refreshment to a tired and weary soul! That's what I get to do today!



© Tom Norvell. Used by permission. A Norvell Note is a weekly email message from Tom Norvell. Check it out! 



Tom Norvell is the author of "A Norvell Note." He ministers at the Hermitage Church of Christ in Hermitage, Tennessee.

Website: A Norvell Note
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Perfect!?

Published: 28-Jun-2010 10:00PM


For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy (Hebrews 10:14 TNIV).





It's happened 20 times in history. But it should be 21.



"It" is a perfect game in Major League Baseball. Since June 12, 1880, when Lee Richmond of the Worcester Ruby Legs retired all 27 Cleveland Blues batters without any of them reaching base (on a hit, walk, hit batsman, error, or for any other reason), only 19 other pitchers have managed the same feat. Those who have done so go down in history as someone special. The list reads like a pitching hall of fame: Cy Young, Addie Joss, Don Larsen, Jim Bunning, Sandy Koufax, Catfish Hunter, Len Barker, Kenny Rogers, David Wells, David Cone, Randy Johnson, Mark Buerhle, and Roy Halladay.



There should be one more name on the list: Armando Galarraga.



Galarraga, of the Detroit Tigers was perfect through 8 2/3 innings Wednesday night, June 2, against the Cleveland Indians. Twenty-six batters up, twenty-six down. The atmosphere in the stadium was electric, a buzz building as Cleveland's Jason Donald came to the plate. Donald slapped a sharp grounder into the hole between first and second base. It's an easy play, one professionals can execute in their sleep. While the first baseman fields the ball, the pitcher runs over to first and the first baseman tosses him the ball for an easy out. It happens several times in most games.



It went exactly like it should have this time, too. Tigers first baseman Miguel Cabrera fielded the ball cleanly. Galarraga was in position. Donald is fast, so there wasn't a lot of time, but Galarraga beat him to the bag, ball in his glove, by at least a step. All the replays showed it. And first-base umpire Jim Joyce was right there, in perfect position to make the "out" call and touch off a celebration.



"It was the biggest call of my career," Joyce would say shortly after the game.



And he blew it.



"I just cost that kid a perfect game," Joyce said, tearful in the umpires' locker room later.



Joyce thought Donald beat the throw, that's all there is to it. He sees the same replays as everyone else now, and knows he missed the call. But when it happened, he seems to have truly thought that Donald beat the throw. Maybe it was the way he was standing, the angle at which he was looking at the play, but he says he was "convinced" that the baserunner was safe.



As the boos built to a crescendo and everyone in a Detroit Tigers uniform got in his face, it became clear he was the only one in the stadium who thought so. And when he saw the replays, he knew. He knew what everyone else knew. He had so monumentally blown a call that he will probably be remembered for it as long as there is baseball.



It's hard to be perfect. Ask Armando Galarraga. Ask Jim Joyce, if you need to. But I'm guessing you don't need to. You already know, don't you?



You've worked hard, done everything right, and still failed, haven't you? The victim of a blown call or a bad break? And probably at least once or twice, you've blown something so monumentally that you really doubt anyone will ever forget it.



It's hard to be perfect, even for a little while. And it's impossible for us to maintain for very long.



And that's why it has to be God's work.



In Christ God has made us perfect. That's the shocking use of tense in  Hebrews 10:14: he has made us perfect. That's called the perfect tense, appropriately enough, because it signifies an action completed in the past that has ramifications for the present. And that's what the writer means. He's not saying that because of Jesus we can never make a mistake. He's saying that Jesus has made us complete. He has brought us to the place we needed to be. Everything that needs to be done to save us and redeem us is accomplished in him.



But that's not all. We've been made perfect, but we are being made holy in Jesus. Again, it's God's work. He's the one who separates us out from the world so that we'll be fit for his purposes. And that's ongoing. That's where the places where we don't look too perfect are dealt with. In the process of making us holy, God confronts our selfishness and sin. He reminds us that we are his and that our purpose is nothing more or less than to be living temples from which his glory shines.



You want a small measure of redemption in Armando Galarraga's blown perfect game? It comes in the way everyone has conducted themselves since.



Galarraga walked backed to the mound with a pained smile, shaking his head, while his manager and teammates argued with Joyce. He quietly went back to work, and retired the next batter to win the game.



Jim Joyce saw the replay, and then asked Tigers manager Jim Leyland for permission to talk to Galarraga. They hugged, Joyce cried and admitted he was wrong and told Galarraga how sorry he was. "You don't see an umpire after the game come out and say, 'Hey, let me tell you I'm sorry,'" Galarraga said. "He felt really bad. He didn't even shower."



So Galaragga's probably had more pleasant hugs. That aside, though, he said he respected Joyce for admitting his mistake.



Since they couldn't be perfect, Armando Galarraga and Jim Joyce did what we're all supposed to do when imperfection inevitably rears its head. They admitted their mistakes, and they apologized, and they forgave. And then they went back to work. They have chosen not to let imperfection define them.



Your Lord has chosen to call us perfect, too. Not because we deserve it, but because the work he's doing in us can't be stopped. He's refused to let imperfection define who we are, and gave his life to prove it. Though he could have chosen to dwell on our sins, he chose instead to go to the wall to make us perfect and holy. So we should feel free to come before God as his children (Hebrews 10:21). And we should hold on to our hope, rising as it does from a faithful God (Hebrews 10:23). We should push each other to love better and do good more (Hebrews 10:24), and we should avoid deliberate, high-handed sin (Hebrews 10:26).



In Christ, the issue is settled. The conflict is over. As long as we're in him, you and I are perfect, and nothing anyone can say or do, and not even our own failures, can change that.



Anyone who would say otherwise is, well, off base.



© Patrick D. Odum. 



Patrick Odum lives in Chicago, Illinois, with his wife, Laura and son, Joshua. He is one of the ministers at Northwest Church of Christ, and an avid Heartlight fan. He enjoys writing and maintains a website of his work called Faith Web where you can find all of his articles. Email Patrick

Website: Faith Web
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Silence

Published: 16-May-2010 10:00PM

My wife knows more than anyone else that I often like to hike being as quiet as possible. I travel slowly and softly, looking and listening at the silence around me. I enjoy examining the subtleties of nature. I am always hoping to find something that's a little more than obvious, like an elk or moose. But all too often they hide quite well in the stillness of the forest and all that I am left with is the silence. What a treasure that is to be left with!



It feels good for my ears to hear nothing except squirrels walking, deer feeding or a bird landing on a branch 40 feet away. Silence is truly golden. The soft sounds that seep slightly above silence are soothing to my ears. More importantly, as I walk along the forest floor, I often praise God in my spirit. I commonly rest on a rock beside a lake or on the slope of a mountain to pray, journal and read my Bible. In the silence of those places God speaks.



It seems our iPod-riddled culture has truly forgotten what it is like to be silent. We almost always have the stereo or the TV on. And worse, so many people take their noise with them in their iPods or personal listening devices. I have even seen people wearing headphones on trails in national parks. Yuk!



God speaks to us in the silence. David said that he waited in silence for God (Psalm 62:5). Jesus often sought the Father in the silence of the wilderness (Luke 5:16), as did others in the Bible. Today we run from silence. Joshua Birk wrote that "Noiselessness is so unsettling because ... we are afraid of the answers that might pounce on us." He goes on to say, that venturing into silence "is both counter-intuitive and counter-cultural. Yet it makes perfect sense to a God who loves to speak in whispers to make sure we are listening" (Breakpoint.org).



So why is this culture so afraid of "noiselessness" and the answers it might bring? Why is it counter-intuitive for us today? Can it be that in our media-overloaded society we have just forgotten what it is like to experience the joy of silence? Sure, maybe it's not practical for most people to go off into the wilderness these days, but most can go for a walk in a park. A good habit I like to practice is leaving the radio off in the car or anytime I'm alone. How about leaving the TV off? Or try this one: leave the iPod in a drawer, and let God speak in the quiet moments of your day.





If you receive this by email, you can find Pat Mingarelli's three images that accompany his article by going here: http://bit.ly/HLbKS6Th

© Pasquale "Pat" R. Mingarelli



For 11 years "Pat" Mingarelli traveled on assignment as a photographer with Campus Crusade for Christ's Worldwide Challenge magazine. He now focuses his photography & writing on celebrating God as creator. Email pmcenter-outside@yahoo.com & website Wild Heart Photography.

Website: Wild Heart Photography
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Predicting the Future

Published: 27-Mar-2010 10:00PM

Like millions of other basketball fans, a couple of weeks ago I went online and filled out a bracket with the teams that I predicted would win and lose games in the NCAA basketball championship. Not only did we pick teams to win the games, we picked the two teams we thought would play in the final game, as well as the final score. Forty-eight games later (Yes, I will watch most of them and I will love it!), we look at our brackets and realize that our spiritual gift is not that of prophecy.



It did not take a basketball tournament to remind me that predicting the future is not one of my life skills.



I can remember commenting about how foolish people looked while walking down the street talking on their mobile phone. Now I rarely go anywhere without mine.



I can remember judging people as extravagant when I saw their 26" television. I've watched all those basketball games on the 42" flat screen hanging on our wall.



I can remember thinking that paying $.60 for a gallon of gas seemed outrageous. Last week I paid $2.59 a gallon.



I can remember, before I was married, watching couples and saying, "When I'm married I'll never treat my wife like that."



I can also remember, before I had children, watching parents deal with their children and saying, "My child will never do that."



I can remember last year filling out my brackets, making my predictions of who would win and who would lose, then asking myself, "Why do I do this? I can't predict who is going to win a basketball game."



I can remember looking at families and saying with absolute confidence, "They are a great family. They seem to have it all together. Great kids. Great marriage. They will make it." Only to learn later that I had no idea what went on behind closed doors.



I am learning and accepting that I am not very good at predicting the future. I do, however, take comfort in knowing that I am not alone.



Peter told Jesus he would follow him anywhere and would be willing to die for him if necessary. He denied him three times before the rooster crowed the next morning.



The disciples promised to stay with Jesus when all others turned away. When he went to the cross he was alone.



When a discussion about the destruction of Jerusalem and end of time surfaced, there were all kinds of theories and predictions. Jesus said the following things:




_"Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 





"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man"_ (Matthew 24:35-37 NIV).



Even with my poor record for predicting the future in the NCAA tournament, there are some predictions that -- with God's help and the Scriptures to back me up -- I can make with confidence.



For instance, we will all give an account to God for the life that we live:




It is written: "As surely as I live," says the Lord, "every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God." So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God (Romans 14:11-12 NIV).





We will all bow before the Lord:




_And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-even death on a cross! 





Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father_ (Philippians 2:8-11 NIV).



Those who believe in the Son will have eternal life:




The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him (John 3:35-36 NIV).





If my prediction for the winner of the NCAA Basketball Championship does not come true, I will be disappointed. However, if I ignore the predictions of Scripture, I will regret it for eternity.



© Tom Norvell. Used by permission. A Norvell Note is a weekly email message from Tom Norvell. Check it out! 



Tom Norvell is the author of "A Norvell Note." He ministers at the Hermitage Church of Christ in Hermitage, Tennessee.

Website: A Norvell Note
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Beloved!

Published: 28-Aug-2011 10:00PM

It really is in the whisper. If I could sum up my experience last week at Scarritt-Bennett in Nashville, it would be that God is with us. Of course that is what Immanuel means (Matthew 1:23), right? God is with us.



We can do everything for God or we can do nothing for God, but He is still with us (2 Timothy 2:11-13). He loves us, and his love is not dependent on how good we are or how right we are at the moment. We could be crossing all our t's and dotting our i's or we could be living a life set apart from Him, and He loves us. We can walk away, He follows. He is truly our Pursuer. However, he is a gentlemanly pursuer. He doesn't crash our parties. He won't reign down a forcible nature to make us do what He wants. He pursues with whispers and He waits.



He waits to pour out His love on us. 



What does that mean, anyway? Life sometimes feels awfully lonely. We can feel very alone or distraught and with no hope. Whether we feel as though we have been abandoned by God, or we have never invited Him in to be our Savior and Lord, or we serve Him every day and try to follow all the rules, the words, "God's love" can still be shrouded in mystery. 



Many, including myself, have worked our whole lives to make our way. Thoughts of stopping for Christ and devoting time to being formed in Him, becoming more like Him, learning about Him, praying to Him, all sound like good things. So, maybe tomorrow I will have time for this work of spiritual formation, but today "I" have a to do list that I will never finish. It wouldn't be wise to stop what I am doing to devote more than a quiet still moment to God. And then I find myself wondering, "Where is God" anyway? My busyness has led me to be drained of energy, joy and love for others. He was there. I just wasn't listening because I needed to be still and I wasn't.



God has brought me in the last 5 years or so into a new place of thinking in regards to making time for Him. I think that the first time I really thought about this in any depth was when I read George Muller's autobiography, or maybe an article about him. He referred to having so much on his list to do that day that he must devote an extra hour to his prayer time. 



More time devoted to prayer because the day was extra busy with tasks? What a quizzical statement! I was really busy. I had a lot to accomplish! So it was my prayer and Bible study time in the morning that was getting squeezed out. 



Yet Muller's words have stuck with me. I have prayed to have a heart for God -- that I would see that I needed time with Him in order to face the busy day ahead.



There is a verse in Proverbs -- I don't remember the exact wording -- that speaks to the busyness of humankind and how we basically run in circles. I think of a hamster running around inside his wheel. I need to step away from the wheel. It is not that working hard, or schooling hard, or mommying hard are bad things. They aren't. I have not been called to life in the desert where I have all day to contemplate the greatness of God. I have been called to live within this beautiful life of mine, yet see God and honor His presence in each moment ... with my heart, not just with my actions or voice. 



During the Growing Deeper Spiritually Residency (Lipscomb University) last week, someone referred to the phrase, "functional atheist." I heard those words and they hurt a little. I claim to be a follower of Christ, but am I functioning as one? Or do I say the words and function apart from Him. Do I believe what Christ says and do I live it? 



These were questions that I asked myself throughout the week. When I look at the example of Christ, I have to ask myself an important question. Jesus walked away from busyness for quiet time with God -- to be filled and to be tuned by the Father -- so do I do that? Or maybe do I push through the busyness on my own? Do I let someone else's feelings or thoughts towards me affect me or do I rest in the fact that I am God's beloved? Do I live a life that overflows with God's love towards others because I have stopped and been with Him or do I just walk by those people that require more patience than I have to give? 



These are hard questions for me. At this point in my life, thanks be to God, I don't wrestle with many of the sins that were struggles to me in my younger days. I wrestle with the fact that I might just be putting on a smiley face and pushing through it. I wrestle with living in the overflow of God's love.



If it is left up to me and my heart and my strength and my love, I will always fail to really love the unlovable, the irritating, ... Sure, I might be able to put on a smile and say, "God bless you!" Yet do I love them with God's unfailing love? No, probably not. 



But when I stop running in circles and take time to give God adoration and glory each day -- desire to know Him, rest in His love, live a life of contemplation of where He is and what He is doing -- then I am able to do better with accepting the difficult others because it is His love, not mine, that pours out. When I can rest in being God's beloved, I can share that "belovedness" with others. 



Yet there are those unspoken questions.




	
Do I really trust God? 



	
Do I believe that if I devote time to Him it will be worth the time spent?



	
Am I afraid that if I stop and listen I won't like what He says? 



	
Am I afraid that if I stop and listen He won't say anything? 





The Father tells us in His own words, "Be still and know I am God" (Psalm 46:10). But many of us wonder just what that means. 

Do I just sit in my Barcalounger and close my eyes and wait for God to talk?

Do I sit cross-legged style and push some of my fingers together and make a humming noise? 



We often associate stillness and contemplation with Eastern religions or something identified as New Age. Yet all truth originates with God. All good things are His. We can't let our fear of turning into "New Agers," Eastern Mystics, or modern monastics keep us from basking in the silence with the One who loves us most. The Father has great things to say. Sometimes He might nudge us to make some tweaks in our lives, but most of the time He will just whisper that we are His beloved. We can rest in His love. When we do, it starts flowing out of us to others. 



I can't highly enough recommend the book Soul Feast (http://hlt.me/qLHpeE), by Marjorie Thompson. Her wonderful writing helps those of us who want to stop the busyness and set apart some time for God know how to do just that. God's transformation happens in silence and solitude, according to Henri Nouwen. If we are too conformed to busyness, then silence and solitude might forever escape us and we will be the less for it. 



The mystery of God's love will show itself in abundance if we will only be still and focus on Him -- if we will quit focusing solely on ourselves and our to do lists and open ourselves to the Father. We will hear Him in the whispers, like Elijah (1 Kings 19:11)!




Be still ...




and know ...




that I am God!









Or as Jesus showed us:




In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there (Mark 1:35).







More of Tammy's work can be found on her blog, In the Grip of Grace or her  Marcelain Photography Blog.

Tammy is part of The Coffee Group, a varied group of women who express their love, faith, and praise for God with ladies they love. They do ladies' retreats and special speaking on God's work in their lives, as well as the importance of sharing your faith story. 

Check out their website:

http://www.thecoffeegroup.net 



The Coffee Group is part of the Heartlight.org Network

© Tammy Marcelain and The Coffee Group



Tammy Marcelain is part of The Coffee Group. For many years Tammy walked away from the Lord and through His love and grace she has come home to His loving hands. Tammy's son jack was diagnosed with a brain tumor in April of 2005. Her life shows how to hold onto the Lord and live through His grace in hard times.

Website: Tammy's Blog
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Oprah and a Big Orange Pot

Published: 30-May-2011 10:00PM

After 25 years, yesterday was the airing of the last episode of the Oprah Winfrey television show. Everything has a beginning and an end, even Oprah.



This Friday night my baby boys, aka the twins, are graduating from high school. For the first time in 25 years I won't have a child in school.



Every day for the last few weeks I have been looking at pictures and remembering. Every day for the last few weeks I have shed some tears. Remembering is like walking down a well traveled road, reaching the end and looking back over my shoulder to see where I've been.



Where did the years go? It seems like yesterday Bill and I brought Grant and Russell home to join big brothers Justin and Nick and big sis, Rachel.



Almost overnight I went from rubbing my nose into the softness of their light brown hair (it always stood straight up) to begging Russell to get a haircut. In the blink of an eye bitty ball turned into varsity ball. Dirty diapers disappeared and were replaced with stinky ball socks and compression shorts. Instead of losing teeth, they were losing car keys. And somewhere along the way they found their best friend, Jesse Jones. Suddenly instead of having twins, I had triplets. Jesse became like another son and when he wasn't at our house it felt like one of my children was missing.



I'm not the only mother who has trouble with her children's high school graduation Remember Erma Bombeck? Erma said, "Graduation day is tough for adults. They go to the ceremony as parents. They come home as contemporaries. After years of child-raising, they are unemployed."



The only thing Erma forgot to tell us was where moms go to collect unemployment.



I told my readers earlier this week that I was going to give a graduation speech on "NanaHood.} So here it is. It's the story of the orange pot. That's right. A big, heavy, ugly orange pot with a lid and black handle.



This pot belonged to my great Aunt Lizzie. Aunt Lizzie was a sweet little old lady who had to be one of the bravest women in the world. I know this because she rode in a car with my Uncle Charlie and he was the worst driver in the world. When Aunt Lizzie died and the older relatives were going through her belongings, one my aunts gave me something to remember her by ... a big orange pot.



I smiled and said "thank you," but truthfully I wasn't impressed. I stuck the pot in a cabinet and forgot about it until one day I needed something large to cook a roast, potatoes and carrots. I remembered the pot and pulled it out from the back of a cabinet, covered with dust. I washed it off and used it for the first time.



Something strange happened over the years. Whenever I needed to bake a roast, I found that the best pot to cook it in was the ugly orange pot. When someone in the community died and I needed to take food to the family, I pulled out the orange pot.



Make no mistake, I still think the pot is ugly and I wish it were UK blue instead of Tennessee orange, but I have developed an appreciation for it that I never thought I would. It doesn't match a thing in my kitchen but I no longer care. It's Aunt Lizzie's legacy to me and I appreciate it for what it does, not how it looks.



What does this have to do with graduation? Think about it.



Every one of us has been given a gift from God. Sometimes we look at our gifts the way I looked at Aunt Lizzie's orange pot. Instead of appreciating it, we wonder why we didn't get something of real value. Or wonder why we didn't get the gift that our neighbor received.



High school graduates ...



You are so young you may not know what your gifts are yet. That's okay. Right now it's more important to know that you have them than it is to know what those gifts are. God knows what your gift is. Trust him to lead you and you'll figure it out.



When you find your gift, don't worry if it isn't flashy or doesn't appear valuable. The value may not be in the gift itself, but in how you use it. Your gift may not make you rich or bring you fame; but if you learn to accept it and to share it with others, it may bring you something even better -- the joy of a life well lived, happiness, peace, love and friendship.



Before I close I want to share an Oprah quote with you (which, by the way, is another lesson. Your words outlive you so be careful what you say!).



Oprah said:




Your calling isn't something that somebody can tell you about. It's what you feel. It's a part of your life force. It is the thing that gives you juice. The thing that you are supposed to do. And nobody can tell you what that is. You know it inside yourself.





My prayer for each and every graduate is that the good Lord will guard you, guide you and keep you in His care. And that when you find your gift (your juice), you will treasure it, but not to the point that you only use it to benefit yourself. Share it with others.



Life is a journey filled with discoveries. It is time for you to look ahead. There will be good times. There will be hard times. Lean on your friends and family but look to God for direction.



And if anyone gives you a big orange pot for a graduation gift, write them a nice thank you note. You'll need it someday to cook roast in.

© Teresa Bell Kindred. Used by permission. Visit TeresaKindred.com for more.
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Most of us enjoy things that are fresh. There’s nothing quite like that first cup of coffee in the morning. Don't you enjoy wearing something new? Isn't it nice eating fresh, crisp lettuce or cracking open a new book on the Best Seller’s List? Don't you love to sleep on freshly washed sheets?  On the other hand, we don’t like old, stale stuff ... like bread. We aren’t interested in old and outdated news: we want the latest, breaking news alerts.



There’s something fresh about flipping a page over in our calendars to a new month. And, there’s something refreshing about putting up a new calendar with a brand new year before us. We can think positively about the wonderful new things that might occur in our lives in the New Year. It’s like getting a new lease on life -- a new beginning, a fresh start.



Each year, I enjoy jotting down a few things I resolve to do differently. I want to motivate myself to accomplish something new, to try something different, or learn a new skill. I usually keep my list for a year and refer back to it -- to see how well (or not) I did -- as the year goes along.



Someone told me last year that her family had a tradition: they made twelve New Year’s resolutions each year -- one for each month. It sounded like a fun and worthwhile challenge, so I made a list of twelve resolves. Since it was my own list (that no one else would see), I kept the items within reason making them neither too easy nor too hard. Last week, I found the list, and realized that I had accomplished five out of twelve.  I may keep the remaining seven on next year’s list, or challenge myself with something new.  



Have you resolved to do something new in 2011? What are you going to do with this fresh New Year?



Common resolutions are:




	
improve health (lose weight, eat better, quit smoking, etc.);



	
improve finances (get out of debt, save money);



	
improve career (get better job);



	
improve education (get good grades, better education, learn something new);



	
improve self (become more organized, reduce stress, be less grumpy, manage time better);



	
take a trip to some place you have never been;



	
take a mission or service trip to bless others;



	
improve service to others by volunteering to help in some way.





God will help us and give us guidance when we ask Him, so lets take advantage of this opportunity for a fresh start on the New Year and then live it out each new day. Lets consider this reflection made by Jeremiah as we do:




Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness (Lamentations 3:22-23). 





We can live a life that is fresh and new every morning! This is the gift God gives us every morning. This is who we are in Christ!






Christians are brand-new people on the inside. The Holy Spirit gives them new life, and they are not the same anymore. We are not reformed, rehabilitated, or reeducated -- we are re-created (new creations), living in vital union with Christ (Colossians 2:6-7). "At conversion we are not merely turning over a new leaf; we are beginning a new life under a new Master" ("Life Application Study Bible NIV notes).





What are you resolving to do in 2011? 



Who are you resolving to be in this fresh New Year?



Let's not waste this opportunity for a fresh start.
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Is Praying it Safe Best?
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It's easy to throw up cotton candy prayers that lack substance in traffic, in the shower, or as we run out the door to work. It's easy to stay on the safe side of petition by asking God for things that our hearts don't truly desire. Why? Because having a shallow prayer life feels safe, right? 



On the contrary, praying for what we know only God can accomplish, or for those things we sincerely want can feel dangerous -- like our hearts have been stripped bare and vulnerable before Him. To avoid this feeling of discomfort, what do we do? We separate our desires from prayer. We only ask Him for things that haven't captivated our affections, or that we know He'll say yes to. This way we can feel like we did our duty, and were a faithful son or daughter who has stayed in communion with Christ.



But is that all there is to the Christian life? Just to "pray it safe?" 



There are times when I want to stand on the cliff edge of prayer, certain that only God can provide what I need; and if He doesn't, that disaster will be mine. There is something exhilarating about living in total desperation for Him. 



Other times, I want to live predictably. I don't want God to upset the apple cart of my carefully arranged life. Unfortunately, when I insist on always being in-control, I trade adventure with Him for the mundane; I forfeit an abundant Christian life for something easier and less threatening. Sure, I feel like I get to live in a spiritual safety zone by not asking God "for too much," but I also try to put Him in a box. As a result, my heart dies. 



Life with God was meant to be lived in faith. And living by faith can be exciting, even when it's not easy. 



What kind of prayers have you been praying lately? If you're anything like me, you ask God for far too little. I encourage you to live on the cliff edge of prayer and ask Him to move some mountains for you while you trust Him. When we come to Him in faith and ask for what others might believe is too much, it must thrill His heart that we're confident in His love, and that we believe He is so mighty.




And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints (Ephesians 6:18 NIV).
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Facing Evaluations
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It takes a lot of courage, to put things in God's hands,

To give ourselves completely, our lives, our hopes, our plans.

To follow where God leads us and make His will our own.

But all it takes is foolishness, to go the way alone! (Betsey Kline, "Trusting God")



Many of you have been or will be evaluated by someone. You feel anxious. You work to prepare a report that accurately reflects what you do. On the day of the meeting you pay more attention to the way you dress in order to look professional. You may even practice saying several of your statements out loud.



For most, your fears were greatly exaggerated. The evaluation went well. For a few, your fears were accurate and there are disappointments to be faced and dealt with.



Being evaluated can be a genuinely frightening experience. 



I know because I am evaluated regularly. My supervisor is kind and gracious but she has high expectations for me and the churches I serve.



But truthfully, the real evaluation doesn't come at work. The real evaluation comes within our relationship and our service to God. All of us answer to God. How are we doing?



Paul wrote a letter to a young minister named Timothy and in the midst of the letter provided evaluation standards to be measured by:




_If you explain these things to the brothers and sisters, Timothy, you will be a worthy servant of Christ Jesus, one who is nourished by the message of faith and the good teaching you have followed. Do not waste time arguing over godless ideas and old wives' tales. Instead, train yourself to be godly.





"Physical training is good, but training for godliness is much better, promising benefits in this life and in the life to come."



This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it. This is why we work hard and continue to struggle, for our hope is in the living God, who is the Savior of all people and particularly of all believers. Teach these things and insist that everyone learn them. Don't let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity. Until I get there, focus on reading the Scriptures to the church, encouraging the believers, and teaching them_ (1 Timothy 4:6-13 nlt).

Paul gives Timothy nine standards worthy of evaluation:


	Explain these things to the brothers and sisters.

	Be a worthy servant of Christ who is nourished by the message of faith and the good teaching you have followed. 

	Do not waste time arguing over godless ideas. 

	Train yourself to be godly. 

	Work hard and continue to struggle, for our hope is in the living God. 

	Teach these things and insist that everyone learn them. 

	Don't let anyone think less of you. 

	Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity. 

	Focus on reading the Scriptures to the church, encouraging the believers, and teaching them.



I don't know about you but measured by those standards, I definitely come up short. Here is the lesson though. Paul did not write to point out our shortcomings. Paul illustrated the standards we are to strive for and to point out, we are not alone in our journey. God is with us in the midst successes, failures, good evaluations and not so good evaluations.



A few years ago, I copied the following poem:




It takes a lot of courage, to put things in God's hands,

To give ourselves completely, our lives, our hopes, our plans.

To follow where God leads us and make His will our own.

But all it takes is foolishness, to go the way alone!



You already demonstrate great courage by putting your life in God's hands. In so many ways, you give yourself completely: your life, your hopes, your plans. Good evaluation or bad, you are called to follow where God leads and make His will your own. Finally ... You are not foolish because you are never, ever alone.



There are many who love you, pray for you and support you. There are others who are greatly impacted by your life and ministry. There are more in the future who will be impacted by you. Finally, God called you, continues to strengthen and encourage you, and always walks with you.


	To give ourselves completely, our lives, our hopes, our plans.

	To follow where God leads us and make His will our own.

	But all it takes is foolishness, to go the way alone!



After writing this, I confess to still feeling anxious about evaluations. After knowing God's standards, feeling God's grace and receiving God's promise to always be walking beside me, I am no longer afraid.



© Larry Davies, Sowing Seeds of Faith.
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The 'Christian' Vote?
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What we have come to call the church-state issue is highly complex. On the one hand, Peter could affirm the authority of the Roman government, declare the emperor “supreme” among earthly rulers, and urge Christians to be good citizens (1 Peter 2:13-15); on the other hand, the emperor when he gave that counsel was none other than the villainous Nero, who eventually had Peter put to death. 



So what does the biblical data say? Is government a good and necessary thing? Ordained of God and to be respected? Or is it an obstacle to the Kingdom of God that persecutes prophets? Perpetuates violence and masks injustice?



Here is the certified and unambiguous answer of Scripture: Yes.



Human government – whether tribal or national, democracy or monarchy, freely elected or installed by military force – is capable of both great good and terrible evil. It is the same with every institution populated by human beings. 



For the moment, let us grant Paul’s teaching that both family and government are God-ordained. Do you believe some ways of doing family are more ethical and healthier for its members than others? Do you know of some families where a spouse has murdered his or her mate? Or where parents abused children? So family and government share at least this much: Though ordained by God in Holy Scripture, both are capable of either enormous good or monumental evil.



As people of goodwill who care about their neighbors, Christians should be concerned about both these social institutions. We should affirm the value of healthy families, promote marital stability, and support the protection and nurture of children. We should also pay our taxes to help finance the state, encourage integrity in government, and otherwise show ourselves to be good citizens.



But I resent the wrong-headed and manipulative use either of state by church or of church by state. The state should not, for example, require synagogues, mosques, or churches to affirm policies and actions that violate their established tenets of faith. Neither should churches, synagogues, or mosques try to impose their doctrinal beliefs or distinctive behavior codes on the broader citizenry. 



Thus I understand why non-religious people are already bristling in the unfolding nomination-and-election cycle. CNN polls “born-again Christians” for their voting patterns, and the Wall Street Journal writes of the “crucial evangelical vote” within the American electorate. 



Christians are not monolithic in their political views. Persons – whether clergy or candidates – who position themselves for power by exploiting religion do no favor for either church or state. They use Scripture for leverage and unethically hammer an ethical issue for selective voter appeal. (Sexual promiscuity and concern for the poor are both prominent in the Bible, but the former tends to be a defining issue on the right and the latter on the left. Isn’t that being “selective”?)



Read, think, support, and vote your convictions. Just don’t get suckered into equating the Kingdom of God with party or confusing Messiah with candidate.



© Used by permission. From Rubel Shelly's "FAX of Life" printed each Tuesday. See Faith Matters for previous issues of the "FAX of Life."
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If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking. But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind (James 1:5-6 NLT)



Father, give me wisdom as I begin this new day. Help me to use my time, the time You have allotted me, wisely, not wastefully.



Father, give me wisdom as I write these words. Please put words into my mind and allow them to flow into thoughts that are good news to the poor, that announce pardon to the imprisoned, recovery of sight to the blind, words that set the burdened and battered free, and words that announce, "This is God’s year to act!" (Luke 4:18-19 MSG).



Father, give me wisdom so that when I speak I will say things that are pure and clean and words that help and give life to those who listen.



Father, give me wisdom to lead my family in ways that help them walk closer to You. Give me wisdom to be the husband that honors my wife and allows her to be respectful of me. Give me wisdom to be the father that understands my children and helps to give them the confidence they need to fulfill the dreams You have placed in their hearts. Give me wisdom to love my daughter-in-law so she can have peace in her heart as a wife and a mother. Give me wisdom to love and protect my granddaughter so that she will grow strong and feel Your presence every day of her life. Give me wisdom to share the wisdom You give me with these special people so that they can be the people You want them to be.



Father, give me wisdom to counsel people who come to me for help. Give me the wisdom to know when to speak and when to be silent, when to be bold and when to be gentle, when to instruct and when to listen.



Father, give me the wisdom to know when to be angry, when to be sad, when to laugh, and when to cry. Give me the wisdom to know that forgiveness is always the right move. Give me the wisdom to always accept Your forgiveness and to realize I am worthless without it. Give me wisdom to depend on You as if my life depended on it, and the wisdom to realize that it does.



Father, give me wisdom to lead others in their walk with You. Give me the wisdom to preach and teach in ways that illustrate Your great and amazing love for us, and the wisdom to help others understand the living sacrifice that is appropriate and brings You pleasure. Give me the wisdom to live the words that I proclaim.



Father, give me wisdom to realize that when I ask for wisdom with confidence You will give it. And that unless I receive wisdom that comes from You I have no words worth hearing, no life worth imitating, and no wisdom worth sharing.



Father, there is no wondering "if" I need wisdom. I need wisdom. I need YOUR wisdom. Father, please give me wisdom.



© Tom Norvell. Used by permission. A Norvell Note is a weekly email message from Tom Norvell. Check it out! 
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To borrow a sports metaphor, poor Tim Tebow just can't win.



I'm not talking about football games, mind you. Tebow had a great winning career at the University of Florida. Against the cynics who said he couldn't make the grade as a pro, he led the Denver Broncos to some highly improbable wins this year -- including that remarkable game-winning pass that beat the Steelers in overtime in a playoff game. Quickest OT win in NFL history. Only 11 seconds.



It's in his polarizing public image that Tebow can't seem to get a break. On the one hand, does anybody really think God cares who wins a football game? On the other, would there be protests against a person of a faith group other than conservative Christians showing a public sign of his religious faith?



From within Christian ranks, some point to Jesus' words about letting people "see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16); again, though, who thinks he was talking about a touchdown pass? Others point to Jesus' words later in the same sermon that his followers should "beware of practicing your piety before others to be seen by them" (Matthew 6:1); there, in fact, he was specifically talking about making donations and saying public prayers.



Then there's Bill Maher's now-notorious crudity about Jesus and Tebow in celebration of the Broncos being beaten. Others make fun of his virginity. Maybe the story will be told in a "Chariots of Fire" type movie a quarter century from now and Tebow will be as heroic as Harold Abrahams (Jew) and Eric Liddell (Christian) are in their cinematic personas. Or, perhaps they were as vilified in their own time for their Jewishness and Christianity as Tebow is being scoffed at now.



So what's a religious athlete to do? Why can't Tim Tebow seem to win here? Will he eventually get the same respect Sandy Koufax did for not pitching on the Sabbath or Reggie White for intimidating other teams' offensive lines on Sunday? Koufax was an observant Jew, and White was an ordained Christian minister.



Let Tim Tebow play football. While some athletes play the strutting-peacock role, notch their beds with willing partners whose names they won't remember in 30 days (or minutes), and make headlines for violating league policies on banned substances, let him live the conservative values his missionary parents taught him as a home-schooled Baptist child.



Please don't encourage Tebow to prove he is a peer to his pro colleagues by taunting him to violate his convictions or act more like a thug. If his religiosity seems a bit over the top and immature at times, make the same excuse for him as for the defensive back lined up against him who has fathered three children by three different women. He's trying to find his way in a confusing environment -- although doesn't his goal seem a lot more wholesome and uplifting?



This season is over for Tebow after being dominated by Tom Brady and the Patriots. Did God decide the outcome of that game? I suspect a seasoned pro quarterback with a superior supporting cast dictated the score. Not divine whim.



Time will tell if Tebow is a franchise player and a godly man. I don't have a clue about the former, but I am optimistic about (and praying for) the latter.





It sure seems that Paul's words to Timothy, his son in the faith, are just as appropriate for all of us today as they were when he first wrote them:




_You've been a good apprentice to me, a part of my teaching, my manner of life, direction, faith, steadiness, love, patience, troubles, sufferings—suffering along with me in all the grief I had to put up with in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. And you also well know that God rescued me! Anyone who wants to live all out for Christ is in for a lot of trouble; there's no getting around it. Unscrupulous con men will continue to exploit the faith. They're as deceived as the people they lead astray. As long as they are out there, things can only get worse.





But don't let it faze you. Stick with what you learned and believed, sure of the integrity of your teachers -- why, you took in the sacred Scriptures with your mother's milk! There's nothing like the written Word of God for showing you the way to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another -- showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God's way. Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us_ (2 Timothy 3:10-17 NLT).
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I know that the title of this article is somewhat different, but then it's meant to be. For those of the older generation, no, it has nothing to do with Elmer Fud of the Bug's Bunny cartoons, though Elmer might know what this is all about.



I was reading a blog the other day and the author described "The FUD Factor" (by Captain Bart). He used it as an acronym for FEAR, UNCERTAINTY, and DOUBT. He was dealing with the topic from a non-religious point of view, but he made the point that we cannot allow these feelings to be what controls us. Rather than fearing the future, we must realize that sometimes bad things do happen and do our best to prepare for them.



Of course you can see how I saw this as a perfect application for us as Christians. We cannot allow the FUD factor to control our lives! We find recorded in the scripture 144 times the words "fear not" (KJV). God is constantly telling someone not to be taken in by the FUD factor. Rather we must learn to trust in the one who can overcome all things!



Jesus said:


Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father's care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows (Matthew 10:28-31 NIV).



Fear, then Uncertainty! How can we claim to have a believing faith if we let uncertainty rule our lives?


Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see (Hebrews 11:1 NIV).



Fear, then uncertainty, then doubt! James writes about our prayers to God and says:


But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind (James 1:6 NIV).



I don't know about you, but I'm going to do my best to put my trust in our almighty God! Notice just a few words of encouragement:


The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation. He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior -- from violent people you save me (2 Samuel 22:3 NIV).





Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face (Job 13:15 NIV).



The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold (Psalm 18:2 NIV).



© Russ Lawson, Messages from the Heart. All rights reserved.



Russ Lawson is a former missionary to Africa and minister in Ohio. He now works with World Christian Literature Outreach and writes a weekly email devotional, Messages from the Heart. For more information about Russ, click here.

Website: Messages from the Heart


[FUD] [Heartlight Articles - Special Features] 


Change in the Wind

Published: 26-Jan-2012 10:00PM

Preparation



Change is in the air ... it's in the wind.



It was over ten years ago when Dick pulled me aside. "Hey, Ron, have you ever done any sailing?"



"A little, years ago ... but the wind wasn't cooperative," I replied.



"Well, we are putting together a sailing trip to the British Virgin Islands this summer. Would you and Lyn be interested in going with us? We plan to rent a Catamaran and Captain it ourselves. We've done this for years with our kids, but this time we want to take adults. Talk to Lyn and let me know."



Lyn and I said "YES" before we left the parking lot.



We barely knew the two other couples Dick had invited, so this was certainly shaping up to be an adventure into the unknown.



On the boat Dick was a mystery. He didn't fit my preconceived image of a pilot. He was humble and patient and gentle. And, he understood the wind and knew exactly what we had to do to get to where we wanted to go.



Once we got out of the harbor he pointed to the horizon, "Do you see the wind? Just off the port bow. See it?"



He anticipated the changes and understood them. He knew when to tack, when to let out the Jib, when to reef the mainsail, when to adjust and tweak, and when to let out and billow. As I watched and listened, he taught me how to find the wind, how to get the most from it, and how to enjoy every minute of the trip (even the danger parts).



I learned how to set a point and sail to it, regardless of the direction of the wind. Even when the wind was in our face, we still reached our destination (it just took a little longer). I learned to watch for dangers, for coral heads just below the surface, for rocks and reefs and lobster traps.



In the world of sailing one thing is certain: the wind will change. So we got new skills. When the wind changed, sails had to be adjusted. The sails made the difference. Sometimes we set for a broad-reach, at times beam-reach or close-reach, and a few times we ran wing to wing. Our GPS helped us keep eyes trained on our track to the point, while our senses grew fine-tuned to the winds of change.



There is a faith principle here: The winds of change are all around us. Sometimes they bring disaster, sometimes a cooling and refreshing breeze. The challenge of the moment is not just to stay alive, or enjoy periods of calm and comfort. The challenge is to do whatever is necessary to stay on coarse.



The Apostle Paul told King Agrippa, "I preached first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that all must repent of their sins and turn to God—and prove they have changed by the good things they do"(Acts 26:20 NLT).



Is it your time to adjust the sails, to make the change work for you and not against you ... to prove your faith?



Inspiration



"Regarding Henry," the movie, came out two decades ago, but the message of the film is timeless. It is the story of major change and transformation. Harrison Ford, plays the part of Henry -- the central character in the film.



Henry is a jerk; he is a shady, cut-throat, dishonest, and unfaithful attorney who is seriously injured in a robbery attempt. The incident leaves him with amnesia. He is a blank-slate. So, with the help of bewildered friends he starts over, from the beginning.



This time he becomes a different man. He embraces different values, makes different choices and upgrades to Henry 2.0.



Before the injury, Henry had ruthlessly suppressed key evidence that would have awarded a poor family a medical malpractice settlement. Now, the new Henry, after discovering what he had done, quits his job and heads off in a search for that family.



When they meet, he gives them the evidence they need to win the case against his former firm.



The wife is shocked and puzzled. As Henry is about to leave, she asks, "I don't get it. What changed?"



Henry looks at her and replies, "I did."



Motivation



Change isn't the problem, it's the answer!



Faith changes whatever needs to be changed; it faces winds from all directions. Faith proves itself by what it does, not by what it says.



Quit complaining about the changes and set your sail. Prove you have faith. Make it so.




And when God is personally present, a living Spirit, that old, constricting legislation is recognized as obsolete. We’re free of it! All of us! Nothing between us and God, our faces shining with the brightness of his face. And so we are transfigured much like the Messiah, our lives gradually becoming brighter and more beautiful as God enters our lives and we become like him (2 Corinthians 3:17-18 MSG).
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You try to leave them behind on December 31 so you don't have to carry them with you into January 1. But for many of us, after waking up for several weeks into the New Year, we find ourselves surrounded by the same old noise.



For many, the noise comes in the form of tapes played out in the surround sound of the mind. A pre-set, automatic, "play" button is pressed and we hear that same old noise again. One noise reminds you of past mistakes. Another noise replays a recent failure. At times, it seems, we have a never-ending playlist of uninvited noise.



And when we think we are finally silencing the recorded noise, noise comes at us live. A friend or a boss or a family member believes it is his or her duty to remind us of our failings and frailty. As a result, we feel incompetent or inferior or incapable -- or maybe all three. We feel condemned.



I'd like to point out that "condemned" is exactly where the Enemy would like us to be. He wants us to hear those voices. He wants to fill us with enough noise that we begin to believe what we are hearing and render our lives ineffective. This Enemy has a clear job description: "accuse" and "deceive." He does his job very well.



We've heard the noise in our head and we've heard the noise from others. But, do you think we might find enough quiet space to hear from Him -- Father of Jesus instead of the Father of lies? Through the Apostle Paul, Jesus sent some words our way that we need to hear ... a recording that needs to become the dominant song on our playlist.




There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).





Notice, the apostle doesn't say there is "some" condemnation or just a "little" condemnation. He says there is "no" condemnation.



How can that be?



Don't miss that Paul says this is a reality for those who are "in" Christ Jesus. That small preposition is powerful. You see, when one is "in" Christ, then God sees Christ when he looks at that person. Does he condemn Christ? Then neither does he condemn you.



That's his invitation to you this New Year, too. Yes, I know New Year's Day is over and most of us have already blown a resolution or two ... maybe even given up on them altogether. So now, right this minute, on this day, when old habits, patterns, and noises crowd in on us, we need to hear the Father's message, and not the Enemy's lies.



Christ wants to free us from the constant accusations from the Enemy, whether he uses the voices from the past or the voices from the present. He wants us to realize that we are in Christ and that Christ is in us. He wants us to play the song of freedom in our minds so we can live a life of freedom for Him in our world.



So read them again. 




There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.





Mark them. 



Memorize them. 



Drown out the noise with the Father's truth!



Then, move ahead with them in this New Year ... even though the "new" may already have already begun to feel like something old ... because you know God's always new truth:




There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
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A mother quietly weeps as her son is prepared by officers of the State for execution. Her mind filled with so many things, but one reoccurring thought haunts her with its persistence. 



How did he come to this? 



This young man was raised in a good home. His parents, though not wealthy, had given him love and instruction in right living. All the neighbors spoke of how kind, gentle and caring he had been as a youth. 



At a time when most young men were choosing either education or career, he had cared for his family as a carpenter, then later chose to pursue a calling he believed in deeply. Without a great deal of formal education he had begun a life of religious ministry. It was a course for which he appeared to be unusually gifted. Those who heard him commented on the power and authority which his words carried. His message was one of holy living governed by the love of God. 



As one might expect, quite a few of the current religious leaders resented his popularity. Their frustration with him was elevated by the fact that he did not hesitate to point out their own faults, as well as those of the common people who followed him so attentively. The more the common people adored him, the greater the antagonism of the “regular” clergy. His great appeal to the masses caused fear in both religious circles and among the politically connected. 



Though his message focused on love, forgiveness, hope, and holy living, those who resented him finally became so violently opposed to him that they conspired to bring about his death. They were determined to end his prominence and respect among the people. 



On one occasion his entry into the capital city was so wildly heralded that his detractors knew they must act quickly or risk losing the whole nation to his influence. They brought false charges against him and convinced the crowds that he was against the very God they revered. When the civil government was hesitant to become involved with his case, these same leaders brought charges of his sedition against the government and gained his death sentence as their reward. 



As the executioners prepare him for death, his mother is nearby as a witness. Memories flood over her. 



Wasn't she promised her son was indeed the son of the Living God? 



Didn't shepherds come, on the night of his birth, telling of hearing the very angels of heaven sing of glory and joy?



And what about the men of great wealth and wisdom who had come so far from the East to worship this new King of the Jews? 



For over three years now, she attentively had watch him and listened to him. He could heal the sick, cause the lame to walk, and even raise the dead! He loved the left out and ministered to the marginalized. He was kind to children and respected women. He even taught his followers to honor Caesar in things that didn't dishonor God. 



So she was in a state of shock as she became aware that it was all over. Friends who could afford to do it, were taking his lifeless body to properly bury him in a new tomb. And all the dreams she had as a mother for her loving son were about to be buried in a cave of death, sealed by a large stone, and guarded by soldiers. 



Neither Mary nor the others who followed this young man could dream in that dark hour the radiance of that Sunday morning that was coming. The Sunday morning when the power of God would raise His Son to life eternal with glory and power unimaginable (Romans 1:4-5)! And every mother who views an infant since that day can give thanks to God, the Father of all because her child has the hope of everlasting life and sharing in eternal glory. And this is because this Father let His son be born in a manger, die on a cross, and leave behind an empty tomb! 



Once again Mary, and all who have come after her, can hear the testimony of angels as they sing:




Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests (Luke 2:14 NIV).
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The latest articles from the Two Minute Meditations series at Heartlight.
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They were legends in the marriage and family field. One of them, my dad's first cousin, looked at our pre-marital inventory results shaking his head. "I'm not sure about this. I'm not sure you guys can make. You are as different as night and day."



I knew where he had picked up the phrase. His mother and her sisters — one of whom was my grandmother — used the phrase often. I had been dating this young lady for three years and now this legend, and my cousin, was calling it all into question. Was it all for nothing? Had I wasted my time? Were we incompatible? Were we really, "As different as..."



When we read John's story of Jesus, we bump into two very important people in the story who are "as different as night and day." They are Nicodemus (John 3:1-21) and the woman at the well (John 4:1-43). A simple reading of each of their stories shows their easily recognizable differences:

Pharisee/righteous (John 3:1) — Samaritan/unclean (John 4:9)

Nicodemus (John 3:1) — Unnamed (John 4:7)

Man (John 3:1) — Woman (John 4:7;  John 4:27)

Religious Ruler (John 3:1) — Shunned (John 4:6-7;  John 4:16-17)

Came at night (John 3:2) — Came at midday (John 4:6)

Nicodemus initiated (John 3:2) — Jesus initiated (John 4:7)

Knew of Jesus (John 3:2) — Had no clue about Jesus (John 4:10)

Responded slowly (John 19:38-42) — Responded immediately (John 4:28-30)



Now back to my engaged couple's story. As I was scrambling in my heart and my head about what to do with the premarital inventory results, the other legend of marriage and family therapy sat down and said, "Now, now. I think you're being too hard on them. You know how my wife and I are opposites of each other and we help strengthen each other. There's been a rough patch or two, but we have found opposites attract! Now Phil, if you will learn to do this... and Donna, if you will learn to do this... then I think you guys can do great!"



Whew! My palms were still sweaty, but the greasy feeling in the pit of my stomach went away almost instantly. Looking back, I'm sure they were playing good cop and bad cop with us. And yes, we have had some rough patches because in many ways we are different. Yet over the years, we've also learned that we have a whole lot more in common than we have that is different. 



That's also the point John wants us to see in his stories of Nicodemus and the woman at the well. If we tune our hearts to Jesus, we realize that these two were much more alike than they were different! Notice these similarities:


	Both stress the importance of water (John 3:3;  John 4:10).

	Both are looking for answers to their questions (John 3:4;  John 4:9).

	Both are searching for God's Messiah (John 3:2;  John 4:25).

	Both responded, influencing many (John 19:39;  John 4:39).

	Both involved talk about the Spirit (John 3:5;  John 4:23-24).

	Both heard something shocking from Jesus (John 3:10;  John 4:16).



Now as significant as these six parallels may be, I believe four more similarities are absolutely vital.


	Both Nicodemus and the woman at the well needed the truth that is only found in Jesus (John 3:21;  John 4:22-24). While it is not popular to make any exclusive claim about anything, especially religion, Jesus makes clear that the only way to God is found in him (John 14:6). All religious roads do not lead to the same place. Both Nicodemus, a profoundly respected religious man, and the woman at the well who was part of a group that did not have the full truth (John 4:21-24).

	Both Nicodemus and the woman needed life — life that is lasting and cannot be taken away (John 3:16-17;  John 4:13-14). Jesus brings this life to those who follow him.

	Both Nicodemus and the woman needed to know that God loves all the peoples of the world, including them (John 3:16-17). In fact, God sent Jesus to be the Savior of the world (John 4:42).

	Both Nicodemus and this Samaritan lady were outside the comfort zone of Jesus' followers. Notice the disciples are absent in the Nicodemus story — or at least silent and not mentioned (John 3:22). The disciples are shocked in the Samaritan woman story (John 4:27).



Jesus stepped into the different worlds of these special people to bring them truth, life, and love. As he does, he also calls us to do the same because even people "as different as night and day" from us, are actually more like us than they are different — they need Jesus: his truth, his life, and his love. Jesus still calls us to open our eyes and reach out and bring those outside our comfort zones — outside the walls of our religious buildings and lifestyles — home to him (John 4:34-38).
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Each moment is crowded with eternal significance, yet our eyes are often blind: we expect only what is predictable. We miss God's grace in the moment, the Father's gift in the simple, and Heaven's glory in the ordinary. We lose the Lord's presence in the sunrise, his joy in the smile of a child, his whisper in the wrinkles of the aged, and his glory hidden in a spider's web.



So when John tells us his story of Jesus, he is wanting to do more than tell us history. Yes, what he writes is truth, but even more he wants us to know it is true -- authentic to real life. Each encounter with Jesus tells us, not just what he did, but also what he longs to do now… in us… among us… through us. The unpredictable Savior wants to show us how water can become wine.


_On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine."





"Woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My hour has not yet come."



His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."



Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.



Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim.



Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet."



They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now."



What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him_ (John 2:1-11 NLT).

Jesus is at a wedding. Possibly a relative's wedding. Mary is likely helping. This week long celebration is the most important event in the life of the bride and groom, their families, and the small village of Cana. Losing face in this moment would be disastrous!



And they don't have enough wine to meet the needs. Joy was about to be shipwrecked in shame. Celebration was headed for embarrassment. And Mary, the mother of Jesus, knew of the need. She also knew the power of her son not yet released. She brought the two together even though it wasn't time for Jesus' work to begin. 



Jesus takes ordinary water and it becomes wine. 



Look carefully at the story line.


	Mary shared the need expecting Jesus to act (John 2:3).

	Mary stressed the need for simple obedience (John 2:5).

	Everyone is blessed (John 2:10-11)!



This story is a reminder that our Savior will do what is necessary, even when the time isn't right, to bring grace. Jesus takes ordinary water and it becomes wine, again and again...


	With Nicodemus he talks about being born of water and the Spirit — inviting him to enter the Kingdom through the miracle of baptism and the Holy Spirit (John 3:1-21).

	In the heat of the day, he uses his own thirst for water to break down the barriers of prejudice and suspicion with a rejected woman he meets at a well (John 4:1-43).

	In a furious storm on the water, he comes to his fearful followers and brings them safely to shore and displays his power (John 6:17-21).

	On the cross, water mixed with blood flows out of his spear pierced side, showing us the love of God and his willingness to face mortality to bring us life (John 19:31-35).



So where in your life do you need to experience water becoming wine?



I have a situation where I need a miracle from Jesus. I'm you sure do, too! So we ask...


	How do I get my needs met?

	What do I need to do to get my miracle? 

	How can I see his glory? 

	When will my water become wine?



But lean in with John and look closely. Who's the hero?



It is Mary, Jesus' mom. She is looking to bless someone else, not herself!



We often get so caught up in our own stuff that we fail to notice others. Don't believe me? Notice our pronouns when we pray. It's all I, me, and my.



We want our water to become wine and so easily forget the shame, the brokenness, the embarrassment, the hurt, the longing, and the lack in others. We lose the miracle of seeing water become wine, because all we can see is ourself!



So let's commit to being like Mary!



Let's share the needs of someone else with the Lord and expect him to act with grace for them.



Let's encourage those around the situation to practice simple obedience to Jesus.



And let's anticipate for the moment when their water becomes wine.



And when we do, we will find that we see his glory revealed and others will be led to believe.
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We were tired -- exhausted would be the more accurate description. We had just returned from a week of working with about 100 volunteer workers and 30 translators in a Peruvian orphanage. Many of us had come back a little sick. All of us had spent a great deal of our own money to go and many had received additional funds from their churches, friends, and families so they could go.



I was a bit taken aback when a person came up and said, "I don't mean to be uncaring, but wouldn't it have been better to simply have collected all the money you spent and given it to the needs of the orphanage? Seems like that would have done more good."



The person wasn't being rude. He was raising an important question. In fact, it was a question posed by two others in emails. I'm not sure I answered them at that time in the best possible way. I believe I said something like this:


Yes, it was very expensive. But you see, we've generated far more money with social media, reporting to our churches, getting people involved in the project, giving ourselves, getting our translators involved in the needs of the orphanage, and getting Peruvian businesses involved than we ever could have accomplished if we had never gone.



These are reasonable answers. They are significant. They are factual. The 950 plus children in The Community have gone from less than one meal per day to three since we began our trips. Conditions have dramatically improved with sidewalks, better cooking and kitchen resources, cleaner water, better kept houses for the children, more going to college when they finish, and new buildings being built. But this is not the primary reason we go. 



Probably the most famous verses in the Bible are the following:


For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him (John 3:16-17 NIV).



For God so loved the world that he did NOT send ... money, a book, a philosophy, a new idea, or even a religion. God loved us so much that he gave by sending us his Son.



We needed more than words: we needed the Word of God in human skin (John 1:1-18). In other words, God spoke his most powerful, most complete, and most important message through his Son (Hebrews 1:1-3).



And when Jesus finished his time on earth he said to his followers:


Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you (John 20:21).



The Lord wants us to live our lives out of the same purpose he had in coming to us: we are sent out to the people in our world so that they know that God loves them.



While I believe we must evaluate the effectiveness of what we do and why we do it, we must also realize that not all measures of success and failure fit into our nicely constructed categories. Even if our efforts to bless the children of Sagrada Familia didn't come out to such a clear measure of success, there is still the example of God that we are called to follow. We go because he came. We send because he sent. We love because he first loved us.



When asked, "Why do you go?" recently at a meeting about this year's Peru trip, all the answers were precious, but two answers brought tears to my eyes. 



The first answer is a sentiment shared by several people who spoke:


For one week, I can give these children total attention. I can kiss their hurts. I can give them hugs. I can wipe away their tears. I can share their laughter. Without parents, no matter how hard the staff works and how much the helpers do, these children don't have this. They need to know they are loved up close. And that is why I go.



The second answer comes from a young woman who is simply precious. She and her husband were great with these orphan children. But in the subsequent months, discovered that their third child she was carrying would not live long after birth. As you would expect, they have lived a hard journey the last several months, but they have done so with grace and faith. This young mother's answer says it all:


Yes, I want the children to have clean water. Yes, I want the children to have enough to eat. Yes, I want the children to have a warm bed to sleep in. Over these last several months, I have had clean water, enough to eat, and a warm bed to sleep in, but this is not what sustained me. What sustained me, is Jesus. I want these children to know Jesus. That's why I am going.



Why do we go? Because God chose to leave heaven and come to us. Words -- even divinely inspired words -- were not enough. God knew we needed words with skin on them: we needed him. So he came to us in Jesus, lived among us, and showed us who he really is and how much he loves us.




In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made (John 1:1-3). ... The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). ... No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known (John 1:18).



For more on the trips to Sagrada Familia follow this link:

http://www.thephilfiles.com/?s=Sagrada+Familia
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Don't forget to pray for us, that God will open doors for telling the mystery of Christ ... (Colossians 4:3 NLT).





There is a wide-open door for a great work here ... (1 Corinthians 16:8 NLT).



As she listened to us, the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying (Acts 16:14 NLT).



Thirteen time zones from home and suffering a bit of jet lag, I awakened early this morning at 4:00. For the next hour, I tossed and turned in prayer with these three Scriptures pounding in my brain and tugging at my heart. I spent an hour in fitful sleep while praying for open doors to hearts that are precious to me. 



I am not sure how to open those doors. These people are precious to me and I want them in my forever family -- to become true followers of Jesus. I have parted with some of them before, and as anyone who has a loved one away from the Lord knows, partings are much different when the eternal outcome of those you love is in doubt. Some of your heart hangs in the balance with each parting. You are left with an ache in your soul for these precious ones to know Jesus.



The difficult problem about all of this is that I cannot force their hearts open! I'm not that smart or powerful or influential. And really, they have to open their own hearts to the Lord. I can't force it open. All I can do is love, share, wait, hope, and pray. 



They love and respect me. They know what I believe. Yet they cannot, or will not, allow a way for faith to come into their own hearts. Sometimes, it feels as if there is some wall that they have erected so they won't believe. So while I know God doesn't flip a magic little switch in a human heart and make anyone believe, the verses posted above seem to indicate that the Father does help open hearts to faith. So for the next few days, my life's purpose is clear and for this I need your help!



Please pray for me. Pray that God will open the hearts of those so precious to me. Pray for them to accept Jesus! Pray that my eyes will be open and my heart tuned to God's timing and work in their hearts. Pray that the Holy Spirit helps me win their hearts to Jesus and not win arguments for myself. And please pray that nothing I do or say drives them farther away, but instead demonstrates the love and grace of our Savior.



And while you are at it, please pray for your church, your ministers, your ministries, your missionaries, and yourself. And don't just pray for safety; but also pray for effectiveness and boldness, infused with the grace of gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15).


Oh Father, God of every person in every time, please open doors for us to tell the mystery of Christ. May we find a wide-open door for a great work to reach precious people with the message of Jesus. As they listen to our words, O Lord please open their hearts so that they will accept Christ and the gifts that his sacrifice and resurrection bring. In Jesus' name and for Jesus' glory we pray, Amen.
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The morning reading from the classic devotional by Charles Spurgeon.




	Thought for the morning of Fri February 24, 2012



	Thought for the morning of Thu February 23, 2012



	Thought for the morning of Wed February 22, 2012



	Thought for the morning of Tue February 21, 2012





[Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon]
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Verse

"I will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing." 

— eze 34:26

Thought

Here is sovereign mercy-"I will give them the shower in its season." Is it not sovereign, divine mercy?-for who can say, "I will give them showers," except God? There is only one voice which can speak to the clouds, and bid them beget the rain. Who sendeth down the rain upon the earth? Who scattereth the showers upon the green herb? Do not I, the Lord? So grace is the gift of God, and is not to be created by man. It is also needed grace. What would the ground do without showers? You may break the clods, you may sow your seeds, but what can you do without the rain? As absolutely needful is the divine blessing. In vain you labour, until God the plenteous shower bestows, and sends salvation down. Then, it is plenteous grace. "I will send them showers." It does not say, "I will send them drops," but "showers." So it is with grace. If God gives a blessing, he usually gives it in such a measure that there is not room enough to receive it. Plenteous grace! Ah! we want plenteous grace to keep us humble, to make us prayerful, to make us holy; plenteous grace to make us zealous, to preserve us through this life, and at last to land us in heaven. We cannot do without saturating showers of grace. Again, it is seasonable grace. "I will cause the shower to come down in his season." What is thy season this morning? Is it the season of drought? Then that is the season for showers. Is it a season of great heaviness and black clouds? Then that is the season for showers. "As thy days so shall thy strength be." And here is a varied blessing. "I will give thee showers of blessing." The word is in the plural. All kinds of blessings God will send. All God's blessings go together, like links in a golden chain. If he gives converting grace, he will also give comforting grace. He will send "showers of blessing." Look up to-day, O parched plant, and open thy leaves and flowers for a heavenly watering. 
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Thought for the morning of Thu February 23, 2012
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Verse

"I will never leave thee." 

— heb 13:5

Thought

No promise is of private interpretation. Whatever God has said to any one saint, he has said to all. When he opens a well for one, it is that all may drink. When he openeth a granary- door to give out food, there may be some one starving man who is the occasion of its being opened, but all hungry saints may come and feed too. Whether he gave the word to Abraham or to Moses, matters not, O believer; he has given it to thee as one of the covenanted seed. There is not a high blessing too lofty for thee, nor a wide mercy too extensive for thee. Lift up now thine eyes to the north and to the south, to the east and to the west, for all this is thine. Climb to Pisgah's top, and view the utmost limit of the divine promise, for the land is all thine own. There is not a brook of living water of which thou mayst not drink. If the land floweth with milk and honey, eat the honey and drink the milk, for both are thine. Be thou bold to believe, for he hath said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."In this promise, God gives to his people everything. "I will never leave thee." Then no attribute of God can cease to be engaged for us. Is he mighty? He will show himself strong on the behalf of them that trust him. Is he love? Then with lovingkindness will he have mercy upon us. Whatever attributes may compose the character of Deity, every one of them to its fullest extent shall be engaged on our side. To put everything in one, there is nothing you can want, there is nothing you can ask for, there is nothing you can need in time or in eternity, there is nothing living, nothing dying, there is nothing in this world, nothing in the next world, there is nothing now, nothing at the resurrection-morning, nothing in heaven which is not contained in this text-"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." 


[Thought for the morning of Thu February 23, 2012] [Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon] 


Thought for the morning of Wed February 22, 2012

Published: 22-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

"His bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob." 

— ge 49:24

Thought

That strength which God gives to his Josephs is real strength; it is not a boasted valour, a fiction, a thing of which men talk, but which ends in smoke; it is true-divine strength. Why does Joseph stand against temptation? Because God gives him aid. There is nought that we can do without the power of God. All true strength comes from "the mighty God of Jacob." Notice in what a blessedly familiar way God gives this strength to Joseph-"The arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob." Thus God is represented as putting his hands on Joseph's hands, placing his arms on Joseph's arms. Like as a father teaches his children, so the Lord teaches them that fear him. He puts his arms upon them. Marvellous condescension! God Almighty, Eternal, Omnipotent, stoops from his throne and lays his hand upon the child's hand, stretching his arm upon the arm of Joseph, that he may be made strong! This strength was also covenant strength, for it is ascribed to "the mighty God of Jacob." Now, wherever you read of the God of Jacob in the Bible, you should remember the covenant with Jacob. Christians love to think of God's covenant. All the power, all the grace, all the blessings, all the mercies, all the comforts, all the things we have, flow to us from the well-head, through the covenant. If there were no covenant, then we should fail indeed; for all grace proceeds from it, as light and heat from the sun. No angels ascend or descend, save upon that ladder which Jacob saw, at the top of which stood a covenant God. Christian, it may be that the archers have sorely grieved you, and shot at you, and wounded you, but still your bow abides in strength; be sure, then, to ascribe all the glory to Jacob's God. 


[Thought for the morning of Wed February 22, 2012] [Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon] 


Thought for the morning of Tue February 21, 2012

Published: 21-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

"He hath said." 

— heb 13:5

Thought

If we can only grasp these words by faith, we have an all-conquering weapon in our hand. What doubt will not be slain by this two-edged sword? What fear is there which shall not fall smitten with a deadly wound before this arrow from the bow of God's covenant? Will not the distresses of life and the pangs of death; will not the corruptions within, and the snares without; will not the trials from above, and the temptations from beneath, all seem but light afflictions, when we can hide ourselves beneath the bulwark of "He hath said"? Yes; whether for delight in our quietude, or for strength in our conflict, "He hath said" must be our daily resort. And this may teach us the extreme value of searching the Scriptures. There may be a promise in the Word which would exactly fit your case, but you may not know of it, and therefore you miss its comfort. You are like prisoners in a dungeon, and there may be one key in the bunch which would unlock the door, and you might be free; but if you will not look for it, you may remain a prisoner still, though liberty is so near at hand. There may be a potent medicine in the great pharmacopoeia of Scripture, and you may yet continue sick unless you will examine and search the Scriptures to discover what "He hath said." Should you not, besides reading the Bible, store your memories richly with the promises of God? You can recollect the sayings of great men; you treasure up the verses of renowned poets; ought you not to be profound in your knowledge of the words of God, so that you may be able to quote them readily when you would solve a difficulty, or overthrow a doubt? Since "He hath said" is the source of all wisdom, and the fountain of all comfort, let it dwell in you richly, as "A well of water, springing up unto everlasting life." So shall you grow healthy, strong, and happy in the divine life. 


[Thought for the morning of Tue February 21, 2012] [Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon] 


Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00PM

The evening reading from the classic devotional by Charles Spurgeon.




	Thought for the evening of Fri February 24, 2012



	Thought for the evening of Thu February 23, 2012



	Thought for the evening of Wed February 22, 2012



	Thought for the evening of Tue February 21, 2012





[Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon]


Thought for the evening of Fri February 24, 2012

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

"O Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy upon Jerusalem? ... And the Lord answered the angel ... with good words and comfortable words." 

— zec 1:12,13

Thought

What a sweet answer to an anxious enquiry! This night let us rejoice in it. O Zion, there are good things in store for thee; thy time of travail shall soon be over; thy children shall be brought forth; thy captivity shall end. Bear patiently the rod for a season, and under the darkness still trust in God, for his love burneth towards thee. God loves the church with a love too deep for human imagination: he loves her with all his infinite heart. Therefore let her sons be of good courage; she cannot be far from prosperity to whom God speaketh "good words and comfortable words." What these comfortable words are the prophet goes on to tell us: "I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy." The Lord loves his church so much that he cannot bear that she should go astray to others; and when she has done so, he cannot endure that she should suffer too much or too heavily. He will not have his enemies afflict her: he is displeased with them because they increase her misery. When God seems most to leave his church, his heart is warm towards her. History shows that whenever God uses a rod to chasten his servants, he always breaks it afterwards, as if he loathed the rod which gave his children pain. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him." God hath not forgotten us because he smites-his blows are no evidences of want of love. If this is true of his church collectively, it is of necessity true also of each individual member. You may fear that the Lord has passed you by, but it is not so: he who counts the stars, and calls them by their names, is in no danger of forgetting his own children. He knows your case as thoroughly as if you were the only creature he ever made, or the only saint he ever loved. Approach him and be at peace. 


[Thought for the evening of Fri February 24, 2012] [Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon] 


Thought for the evening of Thu February 23, 2012

Published: 23-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

"Take up the cross, and follow me." 

— mr 10:21

Thought

You have not the making of your own cross, although unbelief is a master carpenter at cross-making; neither are you permitted to choose your own cross, although self-will would fain be lord and master; but your cross is prepared and appointed for you by divine love, and you are cheerfully to accept it; you are to take up the cross as your chosen badge and burden, and not to stand cavilling at it. This night Jesus bids you submit your shoulder to his easy yoke. Do not kick at it in petulance, or trample on it in vain-glory, or fall under it in despair, or run away from it in fear, but take it up like a true follower of Jesus. Jesus was a cross-bearer; he leads the way in the path of sorrow. Surely you could not desire a better guide! And if he carried a cross, what nobler burden would you desire? The Via Crucis is the way of safety; fear not to tread its thorny paths. 

Beloved, the cross is not made of feathers, or lined with velvet, it is heavy and galling to disobedient shoulders; but it is not an iron cross, though your fears have painted it with iron colours, it is a wooden cross, and a man can carry it, for the Man of sorrows tried the load. Take up your cross, and by the power of the Spirit of God you will soon be so in love with it, that like Moses, you would not exchange the reproach of Christ for all the treasures of Egypt. Remember that Jesus carried it, and it will smell sweetly; remember that it will soon be followed by the crown, and the thought of the coming weight of glory will greatly lighten the present heaviness of trouble. The Lord help you to bow your spirit in submission to the divine will ere you fall asleep this night, that waking with to-morrow's sun, you may go forth to the day's cross with the holy and submissive spirit which becomes a follower of the Crucified. 


[Thought for the evening of Thu February 23, 2012] [Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon] 


Thought for the evening of Wed February 22, 2012

Published: 22-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

"The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power." 

— na 1:3

Thought

Jehovah "is slow to anger." When mercy cometh into the world she driveth winged steeds; the axles of her chariot-wheels are red hot with speed; but when wrath goeth forth, it toileth on with tardy footsteps, for God taketh no pleasure in the sinner's death. God's rod of mercy is ever in his hands outstretched; his sword of justice is in its scabbard, held down by that pierced hand of love which bled for the sins of men. "The Lord is slow to anger," because he is GREAT IN POWER. He is truly great in power who hath power over himself. When God's power doth restrain himself, then it is power indeed: the power that binds omnipotence is omnipotence surpassed. A man who has a strong mind can bear to be insulted long, and only resents the wrong when a sense of right demands his action. The weak mind is irritated at a little: the strong mind bears it like a rock which moveth not, though a thousand breakers dash upon it, and cast their pitiful malice in spray upon its summit. God marketh his enemies, and yet he bestirs not himself, but holdeth in his anger. If he were less divine than he is, he would long ere this have sent forth the whole of his thunders, and emptied the magazines of heaven; he would long ere this have blasted the earth with the wondrous fires of its lower regions, and man would have been utterly destroyed; but the greatness of his power brings us mercy. Dear reader, what is your state this evening? Can you by humble faith look to Jesus, and say, "My substitute, thou art my rock, my trust"? Then, beloved, be not afraid of God's power; for by faith you have fled to Christ for refuge, the power of God need no more terrify you, than the shield and sword of the warrior need terrify those whom he loves. Rather rejoice that he who is "great in power" is your Father and Friend. 


[Thought for the evening of Wed February 22, 2012] [Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon] 


Thought for the evening of Tue February 21, 2012

Published: 21-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

"Understandest thou what thou readest?" 

— ac 8:30

Thought

We should be abler teachers of others, and less liable to be carried about by every wind of doctrine, if we sought to have a more intelligent understanding of the Word of God. As the Holy Ghost, the Author of the Scriptures is he who alone can enlighten us rightly to understand them, we should constantly ask his teaching, and his guidance into all truth. When the prophet Daniel would interpret Nebuchadnezzar's dream, what did he do? He set himself to earnest prayer that God would open up the vision. The apostle John, in his vision at Patmos, saw a book sealed with seven seals which none was found worthy to open, or so much as to look upon. The book was afterwards opened by the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who had prevailed to open it; but it is written first-"I wept much." The tears of John, which were his liquid prayers, were, so far as he was concerned, the sacred keys by which the folded book was opened. Therefore, if, for your own and others' profiting, you desire to be "filled with the knowledge of God's will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding," remember that prayer is your best means of study: like Daniel, you shall understand the dream, and the interpretation thereof, when you have sought unto God; and like John you shall see the seven seals of precious truth unloosed, after you have wept much. Stones are not broken, except by an earnest use of the hammer; and the stone-breaker must go down on his knees. Use the hammer of diligence, and let the knee of prayer be exercised, and there is not a stony doctrine in revelation which is useful for you to understand, which will not fly into shivers under the exercise of prayer and faith. You may force your way through anything with the leverage of prayer. Thoughts and reasonings are like the steel wedges which give a hold upon truth; but prayer is the lever, the prise which forces open the iron chest of sacred mystery, that we may get the treasure hidden within. 


[Thought for the evening of Tue February 21, 2012] [Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon] 


My Utmost for His Highest

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00PM

The most popular devotional of all time by Oswald Chambers.




	The Delight Of Sacrifice -- Fri February 24, 2012



	The Determination To Serve -- Thu February 23, 2012



	The Discipline Of Spiritual Tenacity -- Wed February 22, 2012



	Have You Ever Been Carried Away For Him? -- Tue February 21, 2012





[My Utmost for His Highest]


The Delight Of Sacrifice -- Fri February 24, 2012

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

I will very gladly spend and be spent for you;

— 2co 12:15

Thought

When the Spirit of God has shed abroad the love of God in our hearts, we begin deliberately to identify ourselves with Jesus Christ's interests in other people, and Jesus Christ is interested in every kind of man there is. We have no right in Christian work to be guided by our affinities; this is one of the biggest tests of our relationship to Jesus Christ. The delight of sacrifice is that I lay down my life for my Friend, not fling it away, but deliberately lay my life out for Him and His interests in other people, not for a cause. Paul spent himself for one purpose only - that he might win men to Jesus Christ. Paul attracted to Jesus all the time, never to himself. "I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some." When a man says he must develop a holy life alone with God, he is of no more use to his fellow men: he puts himself on a pedestal, away from the common run of men. Paul became a sacramental personality; wherever he went, Jesus Christ helped Himself to his life. Many of us are after our own ends, and Jesus Christ cannot help Himself to our lives. If we are abandoned to Jesus, we have no ends of our own to serve. Paul said he knew how to be a "door-mat" without resenting it, because the mainspring of his life was devotion to Jesus. We are apt to be devoted, not to Jesus Christ, but to the things which emancipate us spiritually. That was not Paul's motive. "I could wish my self were accursed from Christ for my brethren" - wild, extravagant - is it? When a man is in love it is not an exaggeration to talk in that way, and Paul is in love with Jesus Christ.


[The Delight Of Sacrifice -- Fri February 24, 2012] [My Utmost for His Highest] 


The Determination To Serve -- Thu February 23, 2012

Published: 23-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister.

— mt 20:28

Thought

Paul's idea of service is the same as Our Lord's: "I am among you as He that serveth;" "ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake." We have the idea that a man called to the ministry is called to be a different kind of being from other men. According to Jesus Christ, he is called to be the "door-mat" of other men; their spiritual leader, but never their superior. "I know how to be abased," says Paul. This is Paul's idea of service - "I will spend myself to the last ebb for you; you may give me praise or give me blame, it will make no difference." So long as there is a human being who does not know Jesus Christ, I am his debtor to serve him until he does. The mainspring of Paul's service is not love for men, but love for Jesus Christ. If we are devoted to the cause of humanity, we shall soon be crushed and broken-hearted, for we shall often meet with more ingratitude from men than we would from a dog; but if our motive is love to God, no ingratitude can hinder us from serving our fellow men. 

Paul's realization of how Jesus Christ had dealt with him is the secret of his determination to serve others. "I was before a perjurer, a blasphemer, an injurious person" - no matter how men may treat me, they will never treat me with the spite and hatred with which I treated Jesus Christ. When we realize that Jesus Christ has served us to the end of our meanness, our selfishness, and sin, nothing that we meet with from others can exhaust our determination to serve men for His sake.


[The Determination To Serve -- Thu February 23, 2012] [My Utmost for His Highest] 


The Discipline Of Spiritual Tenacity -- Wed February 22, 2012

Published: 22-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

Be still, and know that I am God.

— ps 46:10

Thought

Tenacity is more than endurance, it is endurance combined with the absolute certainty that what we are looking for is going to transpire. Tenacity is more than hanging on, which may be but the weakness of being too afraid to fall off. Tenacity is the supreme effort of a man refusing to believe that his hero is going to be conquered. The greatest fear a man has is not that he will be damned, but that Jesus Christ will be worsted, that the things He stood for - love and justice and forgiveness and kindness among men - will not win out in the end; the things He stands for look like will-o'-the-wisps. Then comes the call to spiritual tenacity, not to hang on and do nothing, but to work deliberately on the certainty that God is not going to be worsted. 

If our hopes are being disappointed just now, it means that they are being purified. There is nothing noble the human mind has ever hoped for or dreamed of that will not be fulfilled. One of the greatest strains in life is the strain of waiting for God. "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience."

Remain spiritually tenacious.


[The Discipline Of Spiritual Tenacity -- Wed February 22, 2012] [My Utmost for His Highest] 


Have You Ever Been Carried Away For Him? -- Tue February 21, 2012

Published: 21-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Verse

She hath wrought a good work on Me.

— mr 14:6

Thought

If human love does not carry a man beyond himself, it is not love. If love is always discreet, always wise, always sensible and calculating, never carried beyond itself, it is not love at all. It may be affection, it may be warmth of feeling, but it has not the true nature of love in it. 

Have I ever been carried away to do something for God not because it was my duty, nor because it was useful, nor because there was anything in it at all beyond the fact that I love Him? Have I ever realized that I can bring to God things which are of value to Him, or am I mooning round the magnitude of His Redemption whilst there are any number of things I might be doing? Not Divine, colossal things which could be recorded as marvellous, but ordinary, simple human things which will give evidence to God that I am abandoned to Him? Have I ever produced in the heart of the Lord Jesus what Mary of Bethany produced? 

There are times when it seems as if God watches to see if we will give Him the abandoned tokens of how genuinely we do love Him. Abandon to God is of more value than personal holiness. Personal holiness focuses the eye on our own whiteness; we are greatly concerned about the way we walk and talk and look, fearful lest we offend Him. Perfect love casts out all that when once we are abandoned to God. We have to get rid of this notion - "Am I of any use?" and make up our minds that we are not, and we may be near the truth. It is never a question of being of use, but of being of value to God Himself. When we are abandoned to God, He works through us all the time.


[Have You Ever Been Carried Away For Him? -- Tue February 21, 2012] [My Utmost for His Highest] 


Praying With Paul by Eldon Degge

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00PM

Eldon Degge turns Paul's writings into daily, powerful prayers.




	The Debt of Love



	No Debt Except . . .



	Authority



	Living in Harmony





[Praying With Paul by Eldon Degge]


The Debt of Love

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Passage

Romans 13:8-10

Prayer

Dear Father, I owe love to my fellow man, as you have said. What an endless debt! How can I keep your command to love my neighbor as myself? What would it be like to live in a world where such unselfishness prevailed? Ah, it would be heaven on earth, therefore such behavior is a precondition of our heavenly inheritance.But Lord, be gentle in your judgment toward me. I fall so far short on this. Love would absolutely do no wrong to one's neighbor - never taking anything that was his, or even wanting to. So fill me with love, so that I may fulfill your law.In the name of Jesus, help me, Lord. Amen.


[The Debt of Love] [Praying With Paul by Eldon Degge] 


No Debt Except . . .

Published: 23-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Passage

Romans 13:8-10

Prayer

Dear Father, senior partner in my business,Help me get completely out of debt and stay out! Let me follow your word, "Owe no man anything! . . . except to love one another."Help me be a good steward of my business affairs. Spur me on to work smart as well as hard. Let me be very wise, even shrewd, in the way I order my business. While conserving resources, let me move forward, even taking risks when such is best.Help me, Father, to see you as the senior partner in what I do. And may I always render a generous portion of my income to do your work in the world.In the name of Jesus and with the Spirit's help, I ask these things. Amen.


[No Debt Except . . .] [Praying With Paul by Eldon Degge] 


Authority

Published: 22-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Passage

Romans 13:1-7

Prayer

Dear Father, from whom all power comes,Help me to show proper respect for the duly constituted authority of government. Help me to do what is good, that I may receive the approval of those who serve you for the enforcement of good order.Teach me to be subject, not only to avoid the punishment of the state and to avoid your wrath, but also for the sake of my own conscience.Give me the integrity to pay taxes to whom taxes are due, to give revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.May my subjection to proper human authority reflect my subjection to your authority. Don't let me resist your will and incur judgment from you.In the name of Jesus, who has all authority, I pray. Amen.


[Authority] [Praying With Paul by Eldon Degge] 


Living in Harmony

Published: 21-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Passage

Romans 12:16-21

Prayer

Dear Father, God of the lowly,Help me live in harmony with others - without haughtiness, without conceit, willing to associate with the lowly.Help me to repay no one evil for evil, but to take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.As far as it depends on me, let me live peaceably with everyone.Let me seek no revenge for myself, but leave it to your wrath, O God. Help me, Father, not to be overcome with evil, but to overcome evil with good.In the name and authority of Jesus I boldly come, asking these things according to his will. Amen.


[Living in Harmony] [Praying With Paul by Eldon Degge] 


Quotemeal from Heartlight

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00PM

A daily diet of Christian quotes to inspire and encourage.




	Quote for Fri February 24, 2012



	Quote for Thu February 23, 2012



	Quote for Wed February 22, 2012



	Quote for Tue February 21, 2012





[Quotemeal from Heartlight]


Quote for Fri February 24, 2012

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00AM

"Compassion will cure more sins than condemnation."

— Henry Ward Beecher


[Quote for Fri February 24, 2012] [Quotemeal from Heartlight] 


Quote for Thu February 23, 2012

Published: 23-Feb-2012 12:00AM

"Man may dismiss compassion from his heart, but God never will."

— William Cowper


[Quote for Thu February 23, 2012] [Quotemeal from Heartlight] 


Quote for Wed February 22, 2012

Published: 22-Feb-2012 12:00AM

"If absence makes the heart grow fonder, how some folks must love the Church!"

— Gerald I. Teague


[Quote for Wed February 22, 2012] [Quotemeal from Heartlight] 


Quote for Tue February 21, 2012

Published: 21-Feb-2012 12:00AM

"We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools."

— Martin Luther King, Jr.


[Quote for Tue February 21, 2012] [Quotemeal from Heartlight] 


What Jesus Did! from Heartlight

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00PM

How can we ask what he would do, if we don't know what he did? Take a daily tour through the gospels and find out!




	Jesus' Family - Mark 3:31-35



	Unforgivable - Mark 3:28-30



	I'm the Stronger Man - Mark 3:22-27



	Our Crazy Brother - Mark 3:20-21





[What Jesus Did! from Heartlight]


Jesus' Family - Mark 3:31-35

Published: 24-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Key Passage

Then Jesus' mother and brothers came. They stood outside and sent a person in to tell Jesus to come out. Many people were sitting around Jesus. They said to him, "Your mother and brothers are waiting for you outside." Jesus asked, "Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?" Then Jesus looked at those people sitting around him. He said, "These people are my mother and my brothers! My true brother and sister and mother are those people that do the things God wants."

— Mark 3:31-35 ERV (Read Full Text)

Key Thought

Jesus' family can be found where the words of Jesus and the will of God are cherished and obeyed. This is not said to slight those with whom we have biological family ties. However, it is a reminder that our family relationship in the Spirit of God is stronger than physical family. Jesus' family is the forever family of people who love him, obey him, and allow his Holy Spirit to lead, guide, and empower them.

Prayer

Precious God and Righteous Father, forgive me for my disobedience in the past. Empower and encourage me to be more passionate for your will in the future. Dear Father, I want to show my love to you, and to your Son, by doing what you ask and obeying what you command of me. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Related Scriptures

So Jesus said to the Jews that believed in him, "If you continue to obey my teaching, then you are truly my followers. Then you will know the truth. And the truth will make you free."

— John 8:31-32

If a person knows my commands and obeys those commands, then that person truly loves me. And my Father will love the person that loves me. And I will love that person. I will show myself to him." Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But Lord, why do you plan to show yourself to us, but not to the world?" Jesus answered, "If any person loves me, then he will obey my teaching. My Father will love that person. My Father and I will come to that person and live with him.

— John 14:21-23

That day, at evening, Jesus said to his followers, "Come with me across the lake." Jesus and the followers left the people there. They went in the same boat that Jesus was already sitting in. There were also other boats with them. A very bad wind came on the lake. The waves were coming over the sides and into the boat. The boat was almost full of water. Jesus was inside the boat, sleeping with his head on a pillow. The followers went to him and woke him. They said, "Teacher, do you care about us? We will drown!" Jesus stood up and commanded the wind and the waves to stop. Jesus said, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind stopped and the lake became calm. Jesus said to his followers, "Why are you afraid? You still have no faith?" The followers were very afraid and asked each other, "What kind of man is this? Even the wind and the water obey him!"

— Mark 4:35-41


[Jesus' Family - Mark 3:31-35] [What Jesus Did! from Heartlight] 


Unforgivable - Mark 3:28-30

Published: 23-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Key Passage

I tell you the truth. All sins that people do can be forgiven. And all the bad things people say against God can be forgiven. But any person that says bad things against (refuses to accept) the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven. He will always be guilty of that sin." Jesus said this because the teachers of the law said that Jesus had an evil spirit (devil) inside him.

— Mark 3:28-30 ERV (Read Full Text)

Key Thought

So many people have shared a concern that they may be guilty of this sin. Take heart, dear friend, and let Jesus' word come to you clearly. The sin is to keep saying that what Jesus did was done by an evil spirit or a demon rather than by the Spirit of God. Even if you may have assigned Jesus' works to something evil at one time in your life, you are not doing so now. You are not guilty. Look on the positive side of this command. If you want to see what the Spirit of God does in a human being when the Holy Spirit takes control, look at Jesus! What Jesus does in his daily life is a demonstration of God's will empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Prayer

Father in heaven, I recognize that the greatest gift given to me was my salvation by Jesus demonstrated through the forgiveness of my sins and through the gift your Son gave me in the Holy Spirit. Please help the Spirit's fruit to be seen in my life as your Spirit conforms me to be more and more like your Son. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Related Scriptures

{You are like all other people}--you are evil. But you know how to give good things to your children. So surely your heavenly Father knows how to give the Holy Spirit to those people that ask him."

— Luke 11:13

The Lord is the Spirit. And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And our faces are not covered. We all show the Lord's glory. We are being changed to be like him. This change in us brings more and more glory. This glory comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

— 2 Corinthians 3:17-18

But I use the power of God's Spirit to force out demons. This shows that the kingdom of God has come to you.

— Matthew 12:28


[Unforgivable - Mark 3:28-30] [What Jesus Did! from Heartlight] 


I'm the Stronger Man - Mark 3:22-27

Published: 22-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Key Passage

And the teachers of the law from Jerusalem said, "Beelzebul (the devil) is living inside him (Jesus)! He uses power from the ruler of demons to force demons out of people." So Jesus called them together and talked to them using some stories. Jesus said, "Satan will not force his own demons out of people. A kingdom that fights against itself cannot continue. And a family that is divided cannot succeed. And if Satan is against himself and fights against his own people, then he cannot continue. That would be the end of Satan. If a person wants to enter a strong man's house and steal his things, first the person must tie the strong man. Then the person can steal the things from the strong man's house.

— Mark 3:22-27 ERV (Read Full Text)

Key Thought

Jesus makes it clear that his ability to cast out demons comes from one source: he is more powerful than the demons could ever imagine him to be. They can't stand up to his presence and power. Jesus is stronger than demons and demonstrates it again and again.

Prayer

Father, I trust in Jesus' power to save from all forms of evil, sin, and bondage. I open my heart to let him reign over my emotions and desires. I open my mind so that he can purify, redeem, and control my thoughts. I open my soul so that he can rule in every area of my being. Thank you for sending your Son as my Savior, my Lord, and my Almighty King. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Related Scriptures

So Jesus came to them and said, "All authority (power) in heaven and on earth is given to me. So go and make followers of all people in the world. Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach those people to obey everything that I have told you. You can be sure that I will be with you always. I will continue with you until the end of the world."

— Matthew 28:18-20

that God will strengthen you with his own great power; that God will strengthen you, so that you will be patient and not quit when troubles come. Then you will be happy and give thanks to the Father. He has made you able to have the things he prepared for you. He has prepared these things for all his people who live in the light (good). God made us free from the power of darkness (evil). And he brought us into the kingdom of his dear Son (Jesus). The Son paid the price to make us free. In him we have forgiveness of our sins.

— Colossians 1:11-14

For this reason Jesus had to be made like us his brothers and sisters in every way. Jesus became like people so that he could be their merciful and faithful high priest in service to God. Then Jesus could bring forgiveness for the people's sins. And now Jesus can help those people who are tempted. Jesus is able to help because he himself suffered and was tempted.

— Hebrews 2:17-18


[I'm the Stronger Man - Mark 3:22-27] [What Jesus Did! from Heartlight] 


Our Crazy Brother - Mark 3:20-21

Published: 21-Feb-2012 12:00AM

Key Passage

Then Jesus went home. But again many people gathered there. There were so many people that Jesus and his followers could not eat. Jesus' family heard about all these things. They went to get him because people said that Jesus was crazy.

— Mark 3:20-21 ERV (Read Full Text)

Key Thought

Sometimes those most difficult people for us to reach with the grace of Jesus can be found in our own families. Fortunately we are not alone in that challenge. The early Christians found themselves in difficult family situations and so there are some very clear things taught about how to handle these kinds of situations. Most comforting of all, however, is the realization that Jesus spent much of his ministry being misunderstood by his own family, many of whom would not believe in him until after his death and resurrection. Let's not be discouraged; instead, let's go to the Lord and ask him to lead us and show us how to minister, serve, and respect those around us so that we can reach them with God's grace.

Prayer

Mighty Shepherd of your sheep, please give me the wisdom, patience, and character I need to lead the unbelievers in my family to you. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Related Scriptures

After this, Jesus traveled around the country of Galilee. Jesus did not want to travel in Judea, because the Jewish leaders there wanted to kill him. It was time for the Jewish Festival of Shelters. So Jesus' brothers said to him, "You should leave here and go to {the festival in} Judea. Then your followers there can see the miracles you do. If a person wants the people to know him, then that person must not hide the things he does. Show yourself to the world. Let them see these things (miracles) you do." (Even Jesus' brothers did not believe in him.)

— John 7:1-5

For all the other people I say this (I am saying these things, not the Lord): A brother {in Christ} might have a wife who is not a believer. If she will live with him, then he must not divorce her. And a woman might have a husband who is not a believer. If he will live with her, then she must not divorce him. The husband who is not a believer is made holy through his {believing} wife. And the wife who is not a believer is made holy through her {believing} husband. If this were not true, then your children would not be clean. But now your children are holy. But if the person who is not a believer decides to leave, let that person leave. When this happens, the brother or sister {in Christ} is free. God called you to a life of peace. Wives, maybe you will save your husband; and husbands, maybe you will save your wife. You don't know now what will happen later.

— 1 Corinthians 7:12-16

In the same way you wives should be willing to serve your husbands. Then, if some of your husbands have not obeyed {God's} teaching, they will be persuaded to believe. You will not need to say anything. They will be persuaded by the way their wives live. Your husbands will see the pure lives that you live with your respect {for God}.

— 1 Peter 3:1-2
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