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[Around the Word in 365 Days]


Cooking Is a Curse

Published: 11-Apr-2010 09:00PM

Psalm 81:1-16 Today's reading includes a promise of God I've been claiming for years: "I removed his shoulder from the burden: his hands were delivered from the pots" (v. 6, KJV).

I am the mother of three sons, and I have spent forty years in the kitchen cooking. If there is such a thing as a cross to bear, I guess this might be one of mine. With four hungry men to satisfy, I often felt that I was one giant feed bag. Saturday was not my favorite day, because I would just get through serving a big breakfast when one of the boys would always ask, "What's for lunch?" I could feel the tingles of resentment crawling up my spine when this was asked, and I always had to pray, "Lord, give me strength."

We had the opportunity to have a Russian exchange student live with us, and I was hoping we would get a girl who could help me in the kitchen. After reviewing several essays written by Russian students, the Lord led us to choose a boy. We got a boy who could eat instead of a girl who could cook. We have had Vladimir with us now for seven years, and he is a bodybuilder who can put away the food. I'm still standing on this promise, but I have yet to be delivered from the pots.

It was only after the fall of man in the Garden of Eden that cooking was necessary. God originally gave only the herb-bearing seed and every tree that yielded fruit as meat in the diet of Adam and Eve. When He killed the beast to cover Adam's and Eve's nakedness, man became meat eaters and cooking became necessary. Mankind received the curse of having to cook. Although this was not spelled out as a curse for Eve, I believe it was. Laboring over a hot stove is not as hard as laboring to have a baby, but it is still labor. Adam also received his curse, which was to toil in the fields when before the fields only needed tending. Weeds now grew, and if they were not pulled, the good seed would be choked and not bear fruit.

Recently I released my bad attitude about cooking to the Lord, and an interesting thing happened. I began to enjoy cooking, and what was a curse to me became a special calling. God always blesses whatever we release to Him, and He can cause our cares and burdens to become blessings.

Is there a burden or something you consider a curse in your life? Do you feel your work is a curse? Today release every care and whatever you feel you are cursed with to the Lord. You will find what seemed to be a curse can become a special calling in your life.

READ: Joshua 5:1-7:15; Luke 15:1-32; Psalm 81:1-16; Proverbs 13:1


[Cooking Is a Curse] [Around the Word in 365 Days] 


The Cost of Discipleship

Published: 10-Apr-2010 09:00PM

Luke 14:7-35 Jesus shares in this passage the cost of discipleship. He says clearly that discipleship requires forsaking all. He shares the parable about the man who prepared a great supper and invited many to come. Those invited had excuses for not attending the dinner. One man was too busy with his possessions, another was too busy with his business, and another was too busy with his family.

If the devil cannot make us sin morally, he will keep us so busy with things that we are of no value in the kingdom of God. We are the salt of the earth, and when we are too busy to do the Father's will, we lose our savor. Others see our lives, and we are no different from the people in the world. We can even be so busy with church work that we are not a good witness to our next door neighbor.

Jesus told His mother at the temple when He was twelve years old that He had to be about His Father's business. He, however, did not leave His family as a young boy of twelve. He returned to His family and grew in stature and favor with God and man. Jesus could not skip the discipline of being in a home where He received instruction from both parents and was required to obey. We know little of Jesus' childhood days, but He had to go through every stage a child goes through, even the teen years. This is why He can identify with us so well. He knows everything about maturing from infancy to adulthood. It was not until He was thirty that He began His earthly ministry.

When Jesus says in verse 26 that "if anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple," He is sharing simply that He must come first in our lives.

To be a disciple of Christ does not mean that we no longer value our business, our possessions, our family, etc., but they should not be our top priority. Our first allegiance is to the Lord and to seek Him first in all areas of our lives. What Jesus wants us to forsake is our own will to busy ourselves instead of seeking Him first. Remember also that Jesus set us the example of submitting to His family through the years of His childhood and early adulthood until His ministry began. If we neglect our own family to do what we feel is the will of God, I believe we are not doing the will of God. He desires for our families to be growing together in His kingdom.

Today, I challenge you to be about the Father's business, which is to do His good pleasure (sharing His kingdom) in the work place, market place, family and neighborhood. Be willing to forsake your busy life to spend time with the One who should be number one in your life. Then spend quality time with your family sharing the together God's Word, His wonders and His works.

READ: Joshua 3:1-4:24; Luke 14:7-35; Psalm 80:1-19; Proverbs 12:27-28


[The Cost of Discipleship] [Around the Word in 365 Days] 


Prosperity and Success

Published: 09-Apr-2010 09:00PM

Deuteronomy 34:1-Joshua 2:24 So many seek success and desire to prosper. Financial seminars are held to teach people how to invest and make the most of their money. Training seminars on selling yourself to the interviewer are attended by those who desire to advance in the business world. The Lord sees prosperity and success totally opposite of the way the world sees it.

To be successful in God's sight one must do the will of the Father. God is one who promotes and demotes. The most successful person in God's sight is the one who is a servant to many. The way up is the way down in the sight of the God. The person who humbles himself will be exalted.

I heard a wonderful definition of prosperity once. Prosperity is having enough to meet your own needs and to give to others. Money in God's sight is only a means of exchange. The real treasures in God's sight are people in His kingdom who are righteous and have peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. These treasures are eternal. We are prosperous in God's sight when we enter into His kingdom and when we share His kingdom with others.

So many spend their whole life climbing the ladder of success, only to find in the end they have been climbing the wrong ladder. The ladder of worldly success causes the one climbing to step on others to make it to the top. The ladder God wants us to climb causes us to lift up others in order to make it to the top. We have to esteem others higher than ourselves or God will never consider our lives as successful.

When asked how he would have spent his time better on earth, a dying man replied, "I wish I had spent more time with my family and friends and reading God's Word and less time watching TV, playing golf and working." This man realized he had been climbing the wrong ladder.

Lord, forgive me for climbing the wrong ladder of success. I want to climb Your ladder of success. Forgive me for times I spent on the golf greens or watching TV instead of spending time with those I love. Help me to share Your good news with others and help me begin to meditate on Your Word day and night. I know when I do this I will be making an investment of time that will go with me into eternity.

READ: Deuteronomy 34:1-Joshua 2:24; Luke 13:23-14:6; Psalm 79:1-13; Proverbs 12:26


[Prosperity and Success] [Around the Word in 365 Days] 


Fertilizing the Seed

Published: 08-Apr-2010 09:00PM

Luke 13:1-22 This passage in Luke has special meaning to me because the plea of the vine dresser became a prayer my husband and I prayed for a church we were attending. In this church the pastor was open to the things of the Spirit, but most of his congregation were not. They did not want any changes. We were in this church for three years when we attended a Sunday school retreat. The retreat was in Calloway Gardens in South Georgia, and we were in charge of getting the speaker.

The first night of the retreat the speaker delivered a powerful message about his work in Indonesia. He shared many of the miracles he had seen with his own eyes in this land. Many of those present were not able to receive what the speaker shared, and some even packed their things and left to return to Atlanta. The Bible speaks of people who have a form of religion, but who deny the power thereof. Whenever a person denies the power of the Holy Spirit to work in the church today, he usually is bound by religion and tradition. Needless to say, my husband and I were discouraged and even wondered if anyone would be present to hear the speaker the following morning.

That night we prayed with a preacher friend of ours whom we had invited to come to the retreat. He was the pastor of another church. We asked him if he felt the time was right for us to move on to another church since the one we were in seemed to not want to move in the things of the Holy Spirit. He drew aside and prayed alone about our situation and then read us Luke 13 and shared a word to us from the Lord. As we read this passage together we were struck with the fact that the vine dresser had worked with this fig tree for three years, and we had been in this church for three years. The Lord of the vineyard wanted to cut it down, but the vine dresser asked permission to dig the tree for one more year and then if it did not bear fruit, he would cut it down. We were led by this word to stay one more year at this church and see what happened.

We knew our assignment was to attempt to plow up the hard ground around the hearts of the people in this church. The only way to do this was to keep teaching God's uncompromising Word no matter what people thought. Our hope was that the hearts would be softened and would receive the seed of God's Word and that seed would then germinate, grow roots and then spring up and eventually produce fruit. We fulfilled our assignment, and sadly at the end of one year all those who seemed to begin to grow in their faith because of the Word left the church; those who remained stayed closed to the Spirit of God. They even dismissed the pastor who was open to the things of the Holy Spirit. We also felt led to leave just before this pastor was dismissed because we knew our assignment in this church was over. I still pray this church will begin to grow in God's Word and Spirit. Be sure this morning you have a soft heart to receive God's Word.

READ: Deuteronomy 33:1-29; Luke 13:1-22; Psalm 78:59-72; Proverbs 12:25


[Fertilizing the Seed] [Around the Word in 365 Days] 
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[By Love Transformed]


I Am Loved!

Published: 22-Feb-2012 09:00PM

"I have loved you," says the Lord. —Malachi 1:2

How does it make you feel to know that someone loves you? Many people are just a little uneasy when someone comes up to them and says, "I love you." Sometimes I say it to people I know really well. As I am about to get off the telephone, I say, "Love you," and they don't know how to respond. "Right, oh well, um ... " is often all I get in return. Once in a while, if they are used to me telling them I love them, they say, "Oh well, same to you." But it is a good feeling to know that you are loved. I want to hear it from my wife every day, and I guess she wants to hear it from me every day, too. Victor Hugo, the nineteenth-century French writer, said, "The supreme happiness in life is the conviction that we are loved."

We all have a need to be loved. When people are difficult to understand, when I wonder what makes them tick, I find that what they most need, and what they most want, is to be loved. There is nothing that breaks the hardest heart like the feeling of being loved. All of us can face terrible opposition and suffering if we feel approved of, accepted, and loved by someone whose opinion matters to us.

There is an even greater feeling than knowing another person loves you, and that is knowing that God loves you. There is no greater feeling than that. When I feel that God loves me and approves of me, I can face a thousand foes. And the message of Malachi is just that, You are loved. We all have skeletons in our closets, and God knows every one of them, yet He still says, "I love you."

Excerpted from Between the Times (Christian Focus Publications Ltd., 2003).


[I Am Loved!] [By Love Transformed] 


Put God First

Published: 21-Feb-2012 09:00PM

Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. —Matthew 10:37

All relationships must ever be subservient to God's greater glory. No matter how close people get to each other, they must be closer to God. The irony is, the closer people are to God, the more they will love each other. The more they put the voice of God prior to their commitment to each other, the more they really respect each other.

I think of some of my close friends. The dynamic that holds us together is that we love God more than we do each other. If I stopped listening to God and turned away from Him, I would expect my friends to warn me—then lovingly rebuke me if I did not come to my senses. 

No friendship or relationship is worth its salt if it does not have an inflexible commitment to God's glory first and to one another second. It would break my heart if I had to break with any of my friends—for any reason. But I would do it if I had to because of my greater love for God's honor.

It is a severe test to one's mettle whether God will always be put first—and obeyed. Today's man or woman must get his or her approval from God only. "How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?" (John 5:44).

It is a way today's servant of Christ must bear the cross. But the more I bear this cross, the more I put God's voice first, and the more I am jealous of God's glory, then the more will I be respected, appreciated, and loved by these friends. That, in fact, is what makes real friendship.

Excerpted from The Anointing: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow (Charisma House, 2003).


[Put God First] [By Love Transformed] 


Don't Beat Yourself Up Over a Mistake

Published: 20-Feb-2012 09:00PM

If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. —2 Corinthians 5:13

There are some actions of the past in some of us that we will probably never, never, never know for sure whether they were right or wrong. That is, we will never know until we get to heaven. God also lets some things remain in suspension to keep us from taking ourselves too seriously!

And what is the best attitude to adopt from then on? I answer: we learn to laugh at ourselves. Leave it to God. Have a laugh! The truth is, God for the moment has chosen not to tell us whether what we said or did was right! We might as well laugh, because crying about it won't help! If you make a choice whether to laugh or cry, why punish yourself?

Giving something over to God is a great privilege. We cast our anxiety upon Him because He cares for us (1 Pet. 5:7). Once we cast our care on Him—leaving our burden to the Lord, we should not look back. The highest level of proof that we really have cast our care upon the Lord is to forget the whole thing and just laugh!

People who take themselves too seriously cannot laugh at themselves. They certainly cannot bear to be laughed at. But when we don't take ourselves too seriously, we will not take it so hard when we are laughed at, and therefore we can enjoy laughing with them—at ourselves!

God is in no hurry to give us the shaking of the shoulders or the slap on the wrist—or whatever we may need. I just know one thing: God tends to deal with me sooner or later, and often sooner—especially if it has to do with a cross word with Louise, my children, or a close friend. I am just thankful that He doesn't let me get away with things! 

Excerpted from Controlling the Tongue (Charisma House, 2007).


[Don't Beat Yourself Up Over a Mistake] [By Love Transformed] 


Prepare to Be Misunderstood

Published: 19-Feb-2012 09:00PM

Then all the disciples deserted him [Jesus] and fled. —Matthew 26:56

The paramount stigma of being today's man or woman is probably that of being misunderstood. Nothing is more painful than this. We can cope with a lot that people say against us—as long as they are fully in the picture and still disagree. But what hurts is when they aren't in the picture and they form judgments and perceptions that are based on limited information.

I sometimes think that much of Jesus' pain at His crucifixion was a result of His being misunderstood. Nothing made sense. It didn't add up that the same man who raised Lazarus from the dead a few days before was now hanging on a cross. Why didn't Jesus stop the proceedings that led to His crucifixion? Anybody who could control the wind and storm on the Sea of Galilee could surely have intervened before Herod or Pilate. 

There were any number of ways in which He could have stopped being crucified. Common sense told everybody this. So why was He being crucified?

The disciples couldn't figure it out—they all forsook Him and fled (Matt. 26:56). Never once did Jesus explain Himself.

It must have been almost unbearable emotional pain for Jesus to see Mary Magdalene sobbing her heart out at the scene of the cross and not be allowed to whisper to her, "It's OK, Mary; all is going according to plan. I'm atoning for the sins of the world by My blood." But there was no hint of this. He had to bear the further stigma of being misunderstood, even by those closest to Him.

Whether others understood or not, He did the right thing—He listened to God.

Excerpted from The Anointing: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow (Charisma House, 2003).


[Prepare to Be Misunderstood] [By Love Transformed] 
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[Charisma News]


Presidential Candidates Battle in High-Stakes GOP Debate

Published: 23-Feb-2012 03:00PM

U.S. Republican presidential candidates former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney and former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich (R) discuss a point during the Republican presidential candidates debate in Mesa, Ariz., on Wednesday. The debate, which took place one week before voting begins with contests in Michigan and Arizona, got heated as Romney, Gingrich, former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum and former U.S. Rep. Ron Paul contended for votes.


[Presidential Candidates Battle in High-Stakes GOP Debate] [Charisma News] 


Israel Strikes Law Encouraging Ultra-Orthodox Jews to Join Military

Published: 23-Feb-2012 01:51PM

An ultra-Orthodox Jewish man walks behind Israeli soldiers at the Western Wall, Judaism's holiest prayer site, in Jerusalem's Old City on Wednesday. Israel's top court struck down on Tuesday a law designed to encourage ultra-Orthodox Jews to join the military and the workforce, saying it had backfired by "entrenching" their blanket draft exemptions and protracted seminary studies.


[Israel Strikes Law Encouraging Ultra-Orthodox Jews to Join Military] [Charisma News] 


Casting Crowns Nominated for GMA Dove Awards

Published: 23-Feb-2012 11:30AM

The Gospel Music Association (GMA) today announced the 43rd Annual GMA Dove Awards nominees at a press conference in Atlanta, which was streamed live at hearitfirst.com.

Artist of the Year nominees are Casting Crowns, Jason Crabb, Laura Story, LeCrae and The Isaacs. New Artist of the Year nominees are Jamie-Grace, Dara Maclean, Royal Tailor, Beyond The Ashes and The City Harmonic.

Nominees were announced at The Georgian Terrace Hotel by Grammy-nominated R&B artist Montell Jordan, known for the hit “This is How We Do It”; BET Lift Every Voice host CoCo Brother; Daytime Emmy-nominated comedian Chonda Pierce; and World Heavyweight Champion wrestler A.J. Styles.

“The GMA is excited to again honor the artists, songwriters and creative individuals in our community through the 43rd Annual GMA Dove Awards,” said Jackie Patillo, GMA’s executive director. “This event not only celebrates great work, but provides a platform to further our mission of exposing, promoting and celebrating the gospel through music.”

Atlanta will host the Dove Awards for a second time at the Fox Theatre on Thursday, April 19. Last year, Sherri Shepherd hosted a sold-out show that aired on the Gospel Music Channel and drew 1.5 million viewers.

The 43rd Annual GMA Dove Awards nominees include Chris August, Chris Tomlin, Jason Crabb, Kirk Franklin and Steven Curtis Chapman for Male Vocalist of the Year; Francesca Battistelli, Kari Jobe, Laura Story, Mandisa and Natalie Grant for Female Vocalist of the Year; and Casting Crowns, David Crowder Band, Gaither Vocal Band, Needtobreathe and The Isaacs for Group of the Year.

Click here for a full list of nominees.


[Casting Crowns Nominated for GMA Dove Awards] [Charisma News] 


Pro-Life Advocates Petition Sebelius on Contraception Mandate

Published: 23-Feb-2012 10:30AM

Pro-life voices are rising to a heated fervor. Some 70,000 Americans have gone on record to say that they don’t want to be forced to choose between obeying the law and obeying the convictions of their faith.

These Americans signed on to a petition by the American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) calling on Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to change the mandate and "accommodation" on contraceptives to protect freedom of religion and the conscience rights of Americans.

The HHS mandate requires religious institutions, such as religious schools and hospitals, to include abortion-inducing drugs, sterilization and contraception in their insurance policies for employees. The "accommodation" that was then issued after public outcry opposing the mandate is, according to the ACLJ, "a smoke and mirrors game" that does nothing to remove the burden on religious exercise imposed by the contraception mandate.

"These regulations clearly violate religious liberty and the conscience rights of millions of Americans. The fact is the mandate and the compromise are not about health care,” said Jay Sekulow, chief counsel of the ACLJ.

“It's the ultimate in government intrusion, representing a significant threat to religious organizations. Our legal analysis is clear: This is not only bad policy; it is unconstitutional as well. We're calling on Secretary Sebelius to immediately revise the regulations to conform with the constitutional protections afforded to all Americans."

The ACLJ's legal analysis explains why the mandate violates the First Amendment's Free Exercise Clause as well as the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). In the document, the ACLJ urges Secretary Sebelius to take immediate corrective action:

"Whether mandating that religious employers or individuals violate their conscience by directly paying for contraceptives, or by contributing to a health insurance plan that is mandated to provide contraceptives, the comprehensive guidelines violate the First Amendment, and RFRA. The HHS should revise the comprehensive guidelines and remove the requirement that all insurance companies make contraceptives an obligatory part of every insurance package."


[Pro-Life Advocates Petition Sebelius on Contraception Mandate] [Charisma News] 
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[Daily Breakthrough]


Build an Altar

Published: 22-Feb-2012 09:00PM

And Moses [put your name in his stead] built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah-Nissi [God is my Banner]. —Exodus 17:15

I challenge you right now to build an altar where you live, work, or worship. Stop what you are doing. Build an altar. Put on that altar the sin of leaving the banner of God unattended and failing to raise high the standard. Cover yourself and your altar with the banner of His love, crying out for His mercy and forgiveness. 

After the altar there's a time of equipping and preparing, of training and conditioning for the battle. Get ready. Over the hill a battle rages. Around the corner the enemy sets an ambush and lies in wait. Get ready. Don't climb the hill or turn the corner without building an altar and raising high your standard. Don't go blindly into the battle.

Get under Jehovah Nissi. You are not the moon or the sun. You have no power on your own. But you can leave the night behind. You can become as fair as the moon and as clear as the sun. You can march in that terrible, awesome army of God, raising high His banner of victory. But a standard-bearer's initiation begins at the altar where he is washed in Jesus' blood, cleansed by living water, and exposed to His light.

Jesus, I long to march in Your army, to lift 

Your standard high, and to be under Your 

banner. I build an altar today and make 

of myself a living sacrifice 

to You. Amen. 


[Build an Altar] [Daily Breakthrough] 


Labor of Love

Published: 21-Feb-2012 09:00PM

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. —1 John 4:7-8

God's response to our work of faith is His release of His life into us—overcoming, world-creating, death-defying love. The Greeks call it agape love, distinguishing it from philos (brotherly) love, storge (family) love, and eros (carnal) love.

Agape, God's love, is unconditional love with no strings attached. The Thessalonians labored in service to the true and living God, and His love was their inspiration (1 Thessalonians 1:3,9). Agape loves even when the one loved does not return love. Agape loves even when the circumstances or situations around us tell us to hate or respond with revenge.

His love is the life within us that drives us to do what we do. We do not witness because of some legalistic jargon written hundreds of years ago. We witness because we are in love with a Savior who died for us and made us alive. We labor because His life is being expressed through us. That love constrains us and becomes the inspiration of our labor also.

Jesus, You alone are the source of my love. 

I love not because I must but because You 

first loved me. Thank You for loving me 

even before I ever knew You. Amen.


[Labor of Love] [Daily Breakthrough] 


Work of Faith

Published: 20-Feb-2012 09:00PM

Every time we think of you, we thank God for you. Day and night you're in our prayers as we call to mind your work of faith, your labor of love, and your patience of hope. —1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, The Message

The faith of the Thessalonians was well known. Paul tells us their success was because they followed the example of the apostles. 

They laid down their idols and abandoned the false worship they were taught from childhood. They gave themselves wholly to serving with deep devotion the one, true God. Although they came under great persecution for their faith, Paul exhorted them not to waver because God had given them the ability to overcome.

Our work of faith is not what we do but what God does in us. We must yield ourselves to the work of His Spirit in us. "Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his [Christ's] working, which worketh in me mightily" (Colossians 1:29). Christ is working in your mightily today. 

Because you have a new identity, you can laugh in the face of the devil, and like the Thessalonians, be a sign and wonder to a hurting world. Christ's mighty works will be manifest in your life all around you to see and to give praise to the glory of God. 

Work mightily in me, O Lord. Take my faith, hope, 

and love in You and use all that I say 

and do for Your glory. Amen.


[Work of Faith] [Daily Breakthrough] 


It's Your Decision

Published: 19-Feb-2012 09:00PM

Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. —1 John 4:4

Before you were born again you were a stranger to the covenants of promise, without God and without hope—just who the devil said you were!

But when you bowed your knee to Christ and called Him Lord of your life, you became the righteousness of God in Christ. In Christ you are forgiven, washed, reconciled, and redeemed.

It doesn't matter what the world says about you. The world cannot tell you the truth. The only reliable source of truth is the Truth—Jesus Christ. So, it doesn't matter what others say about you, and it doesn't even matter what you may have said about yourself in the past.

What matters is what God says about you in His Word. You must decide whether to believe God or to believe the lies of the devil concerning who you are in Christ.

Choose to believe the Word of God. Say out loud right now, "I am a child of the King. I am royalty." Trust Him to bring His Word to pass in your life, for greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world!

Father, thank You for making me Your child. 

I will continually confess who I am in You. 

My identity for eternity is 

anchored in You. Amen.


[It's Your Decision] [Daily Breakthrough] 
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[Live Extraordinarily]


The Language of Faith

Published: 05-Apr-2010 09:00PM

****True faith originates in our core being. We are not saved by mental awareness, warm emotions, or even intellectual assent. Rather, it's "with the heart one believes unto righteousness" (Romans 10:10, NKJV). Faith deeply believes God will do what He says. Faith produces words of agreement and actions of obedience. The corresponding words and actions are simply _evidence _that our heart has laid hold of what God has spoken.

Faith has a language. Paul writes, "The righteousness of faith _speaks _in this way" (Romans 10:6, NKJV). True faith speaks a certain way. 

Jesus says, "Have faith in God. For assuredly I say to you, whoever says _to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but _believes _that those things he _says _will be done, he will have whatever he _says."_ _(Mark 11:22-23, NKJV)

Notice that Jesus emphasizes that true faith in God will speak in agreement with what it believes; this is the language of faith. In fact, the word _says _is repeated three times in this one verse, and the word _believes _is mentioned only once by Jesus. He puts great emphasis on the language of faith. 



Genuine faith speaks in accordance with what it believes, for Jesus says, "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks" (Matthew 12:34, NKJV). We don't prove we have faith by speaking what we know is correct. Rather, we spontaneously speak what we already believe. As the psalmist writes, "I believed, therefore I spoke" (116:10, NKJV). Belief comes first; the evidence of speech follows. Paul affirmed, "We also speak because we believe." 



Under pressure, or when we are not consciously thinking, what comes out of our mouths is what we actually believe. This is evidence of our faith or the lack thereof.
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Grace is God's gift to each of us. Grace empowers us to rise above the norm, to live like Jesus, and to do extraordinary things. Grace cannot be earned or merited; rather, it's freely given and available to everyone. With this in mind, we must ask, "Why are so many Christians living as they did before they were liberated by God's grace? Why is there so little evidence of empowering grace? Where is the disconnect?" The apostle Paul has the answer: "We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also _we have access by faith into this grace _in which we stand." (Romans 5:1–2, NKJV)

The keyword is _access. Webster's _defines it as "the ability, right, or permission to approach, enter, speak with, or use."

Here's one way to illustrate it: Say you are in great need of fresh water because your well has run dry. Your city has a huge tower that contains millions of gallons of fresh water. As a citizen, you are entitled to all the water you need from that tower, but you have no access _to it. A main pipeline from the tower carrying an unlimited supply of water runs by your house. So what must you do? Simply go to the city and obtain a permit to tap into the main pipeline. After doing that you go to the local hardware store and buy some PVC pipe. You dig a trench in your yard and connect your home to the water main with the PVC pipe. The water flows into your house because you now have _access.

Simply put, faith is the pipeline of grace. To make Paul's statement abundantly clear, I'll insert the words from my water illustration: "We have _access _by the pipeline of faith to all the water of grace we need."

Faith is the determining factor for whether we _do _or _do not _partake of grace. This means grace cannot be accessed any other way than through faith! Now, let me reiterate this fact: Grace is the empowerment needed to please God. Therefore we are told: Without faith it is impossible to please God. (Hebrews 11:6, NIV)

Why? Without faith we have no pipeline and therefore do not have _access _to the grace that enables us to please God. Remember, we cannot please God in our own ability, but only through grace.
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The Kingdom of Heaven: Here or Near?
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_ "Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is _near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons." (Matthew 10:7-8, NLT)

Jesus directed the disciples with these words after giving them power (grace) to minister (Matthew 10:1, NLT). They were to declare the kingdom. God's will was to be done on earth as it is in heaven. If there was a condition in a person's life that was not congruent with heaven's standard, it was to change. People in heaven are not tormented by demons. People in heaven do not have any diseases. People in heaven are not sick. People in heaven are not hungry. The power the apostles had received was to change what was contrary to heaven on earth!

However, we must note (see Matthew 10:7, NLT) that the disciples were to proclaim the kingdom only as near. _Yet once the Day of Pentecost had come, it was no longer _near _but _here! The kingdom is now in the hearts of men and women who are born again and filled with His Spirit, just as the kingdom was in and manifested through Jesus as He walked this earth.

In the gospels, when the apostles went forth to bear fruit, the Holy Spirit was only _with _them and the kingdom was only _near. _However, Jesus shows that after the kingdom comes, the Holy Spirit will be in us—_within. _This is why He instructed all of us just before His ascension to heaven, "As the Father has sent Me, I also send you" (John 20:21, NKJV). We have the power _within _to advance the kingdom in the hearts and lives of people exactly as Jesus did; it's all because of His amazing grace!

Once the kingdom is within, we can advance it, no matter if we are a businessperson, stay-at-home mom, doctor, schoolteacher, mechanic, student, or politician—our occupation does not matter. He commissions all of us.

I hope it's becoming clear. Grace is God's empowering presence, which gives us the ability to live godly lives in the present and to do what is required to advance the kingdom. _Grace gives us the ability to go beyond our own ability in every area of life _to please God—to live extraordinarily. The reason God set it up this way is simple: He gets all the glory, not us.
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Bringing Heaven to Earth
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_ Jesus' mission of revealing the kingdom could be identified with one word: _righteousness. _We are told, "For the kingdom of God is…_righteousness" (Romans 14:17, NKJV). Jesus tells us to "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" (Matthew 6:33, NKJV). To put it simply, _righteousness _means "right in the eyes of God." 

Scripture makes it crystal clear: "There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10, NKJV). Unless someone is born again by the incorruptible seed of the Word of God, it is impossible to be righteous or acceptable in the eyes of God. However, the Word declares: "Christ was without sin, but for our sake God made him share our sin in order that in union with him we might share the righteousness of God." (2 Corinthians 5:21, TEV)

Because of what Jesus did for us, we are now acceptable to God in every way. Right standing with Him has nothing to do with our effort but is based on the amazing work of Jesus Christ. It breaks my heart to hear Christians refer to themselves as miserable sinners who have just been forgiven when such a great price was paid for us to not only be forgiven and delivered but also to be re-created in the image of Jesus.

First and foremost, the kingdom within speaks of the divine nature, which empowers us to live holy and fruitful in this present world. This power is most evident in the life of Jesus. He showed how humankind was created to live—not bound to the burning desires of fallen flesh, but motivated by righteousness, propelled by the power of the Holy Spirit in love, joy, and peace—abounding in forgiveness, healing, restoration, and lifting others to the higher life. This is the kingdom; it's not only to live holy but also to bring heaven to our lost and dying world.

Now here is His charge to us: "As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." (John 20:21, NKJV)

What a statement! We are to bring heaven to earth in the same manner Jesus did. In essence, this is how it should be: To see one of Christ's true followers is to see Jesus, just as seeing Jesus was to see the Father.

What a responsibility—and an opportunity—this is for each of us!
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{ Day 54 }
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We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true—even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. —1 John 5:18-20

Satan's underlying motive goes far beyond a particular issue in society. His goal is for the nations to erupt in rage against God. He is after a militant, unified, passionate revolt against God's laws and Jesus's right to reign over the planet. If you keep an eye on the spiritual temperature of national and international events, you will see the thermometer climbing higher and higher. Satan and his cohorts are fanning and feeding flames to explode in rage and reckless revolt against God's ways.

{ PRAYER STARTER }

Father, I cry to You to have mercy on this nation. Cause a movement of holiness and righteousness to sweep our nation, and forgive our sinful disobedience and immorality.

Pockets of anger and rebellion are smoldering 

among those who influence and 

set the course of morality.


[{ Day 54 }] [Loving God] 


{ Day 53 }

Published: 21-Feb-2012 09:00PM

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. —1 Peter 5:8-9

Satan always seeks to twist and pervert the issue to serve his interests. At his appointed time, rebellious, red-hot passion will develop around that issue. At the moment he may be promoting homosexuality, abortion, and sex education, which fosters an ungodly lifestyle, pornography, or other sin issues. But Satan's real, underlying motive goes far beyond that issue. His desire is to capture the passions of the human race, because that is the highest priority on God's agenda.

{ PRAYER STARTER }

Lord, make me cautious, watchful, and diligent to recognize and thwart the attempts of Satan and his demons to ensnare Your people. Guard my passions, and set me as a watchman on the walls to keep the enemy away.

Mark it: if an issue is important to man, you'll 

find Satan's fingerprints all over it.


[{ Day 53 }] [Loving God] 


{ Day 52 }
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Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, "Let us break Their bonds in pieces and cast away Their cords from us." —Psalm 2:1-3, NKJV

Satan, aware of the Father's agenda to fill the church with passion for His Son, has devised an agenda of his own. To carry out his plans, Satan is raising up wicked leaders who are committed to sin. They are passionate in their resistance against the holy things of God. This passion will become a hellish rage against Jesus just before He returns. This raging conflict will be fought on many battlegrounds: religious, social, and political ideologies; the economy; science and medicine; morals and ethics; and education, music, and art.

{ PRAYER STARTER }

Father, I resist Satan's wicked agenda to keep people from turning to You. I stand against his plans, and in Your Spirit I challenge him to release his captive hold and set the prisoners free to place their trust and hope in You.

These wicked leaders will violently oppose the 

idea of a passionate people filled 

with affection for Jesus.


[{ Day 52 }] [Loving God] 


{ Day 51 }
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For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. —2 Timothy 1:6-7

The Father will not insult His beloved Son by giving Him a bride that is bored, passive, and compromising. Passionless Christianity is no threat to the devil. It is focused on activities to the neglect of heartfelt affection and obedience to God. True Christianity sparks a flame in the human spirit. It ignites the heart with fervency.

{ PRAYER STARTER }

Move me out of complacency and passivity to Your plan and purpose, Father. Wake me up and ignite my heart with fervency for my Savior.

As an inheritance, God the Father has promised 

His Son a church filled with people 

ablaze with affection.


[{ Day 51 }] [Loving God] 
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Holy Spirit Power
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But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you. —Acts 1:8

Earnest interest on the part of the workers was not by any means confined to the *Stone Church people or those most intimately connected with the work. It was not a Stone Church affair but catholic in its broadness.

All who came, even from a distance, threw themselves into the work of praying with the sick with much earnestness, showing in a marked way the growing spirit of unity. There was no building up of "My work," which naturally characterizes individual effort, but on every hand it was evidenced that all were unselfishly working in the interest of Christ's body. Missions and churches were forgotten in the united effort to get souls to God.

God honored the faith of all, and people who had their eyes on Him received healing regardless of who prayed for them. One sick woman who came in mistook one of the sisters for Sister Etter, and asked for her prayers. The sick woman was immediately healed. We hope this will be an encouragement to some sufferers to whom Mrs. Etter cannot minister.

Healing flowed all through the church at different hours; not only in the meetings but during the day. Here and there you would see groups of people praying for the sick, and shouts of glory from the suffering ones told that the lightning from heaven had touched their bodies.

The revival, which lasted for six months and was at its flood through July, was not due to any distinctions in theology or to the setting forth of any particular doctrine or creed, but because we have been getting back to the simplicity of the gospel, and with much prayer.

Lord, manifest Your power by healing and 

saving all those who seek You. Amen.

*Stone Church is a local church in the Chicago area. 
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And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. —Daniel 12:3

Daniel says the wise shall know when the Lord comes. You may say, "I don't believe." You don't want to believe, but that day will overtake you as a thief in the night. None of the wicked shall understand the signs of Jesus' coming. You who are children of the light shall know, and that day will not overtake you unexpectedly.

Those who know the time of the Lord's coming shall "turn many to righteousness" and shall shine "as the stars for ever and ever."

Don't be looking to the grave. Look up—for behold, He cometh.

Lord, make us wise to discern the times. Amen.


[The Wise Shall Shine  as Stars] [Maria Woodworth Etter] 


Jesus Is Coming Quickly
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He which testifieth these things saith, Surely, I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. —Revelation 22:20

Christ will come as quickly as the lightning flashes from the east to the west, and just as quickly He will snatch His bridal company away while the world sleeps in a drunken stupor.

But the next time He comes, all will know it. Every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess Jesus Christ as Lord (Phil. 2:10-11). Every eye shall see Him, and every slanderous tongue will have to confess before the world that these were God's chosen vessels.

This honor belongs to the saints. The world will have to confess that we were right, and that they were wrong. God is very proud of His bride. God's children now deny themselves many of the things of the world, but they are heirs of the kingdom even though many are poor in this world and having hard times. There is going to be a change in this old world. God is calling you to behold. Don't go a step further.

The first time the bride will be caught away. The second time she will come riding on white horses. Jesus will stand on the Mount of Olives and they that pierced Him shall see Him. You now know down in your hearts that Jesus is the Christ. God's people hear something more than natural men hear. The wisdom we get comes from God, who gives liberally to all His people. More than anything else my prayer has been, "Give me wisdom." A blind man can see if he looks with spiritual eyes at the signs of the times.

Lord, I am ready and waiting for the day when 

You will come and take Your bride. Amen.
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A Form of Godliness
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Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. —2 Timothy 3:15

Those who are opposing the demonstration of the Spirit today say we do not need these things, that we are progressing with the age, that we want an intellectual religion, and that we must explain and present the Word from a human standpoint in a scientific way.

In these last days the masses of so-called religious teachers belong to the class Paul described, who have a form of godliness but deny the power (2 Tim. 3:5). From such, we must turn away. They will not endure sound doctrine and will turn the people away from the truth.

These false teachers are in a worse condition than the Jews were. They are sinning against much greater light. They are willingly blind and are teaching their followers to hide behind a refuge of lies, trusting the doctrines and traditions of men. "In vain they do worship me," saith the Lord (Matt. 15:9).

The judgments of God are coming upon the false church in the most awful way.

Lord, help me to worship You in Spirit and in truth, 

avoiding forms of godliness and 

the traditions of men. Amen.


[A Form of Godliness] [Maria Woodworth Etter] 
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The Leap of Faith

Published: 13-Apr-2010 09:00PM

Jesus saith unto her [Martha], Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? —John 11:40

You have to take a leap today—leap into the promises. You have to believe that God never fails you—that it is impossible for God to break His Word. He is from everlasting to everlasting.

Forever and ever, not for a day

He keepeth His promise forever;

To all who believe, to all who obey,

He keepeth His promise forever.

There is no variableness with God. There is no shadow of turning. He is the same. He manifests His divine glory.

To Mary and Martha, Jesus said, "If thou wouldst believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God."

He was tempted in all points, like as we, yet without sin. He endured all things. He is our example.

Lord, I would take that leap of faith that 

I might behold Thy glory. Amen.


[The Leap of Faith] [Smith Wigglesworth] 


Faith Will Be Tested
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Therefore being justified by faith-.-.-.-we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience. —Romans 5:1-4

Do you want to have a big story to tell? Well, here it is. Count it all joy in the midst of temptations. When the trial is severe, when you think that no one is tried as much as you, count it all joy. When you feel that some strange thing has so happened that you are altogether in a new order, count it all joy. When the trial is so hard you cannot sleep, count it all joy. God has something for you in the trial, something divine, something of a divine nature.

After Abraham was tried, then he could offer Isaac—not before he was tried. God put Abraham through all kinds of tests. For twenty-five years he was tested. He is called the "father of the faithful" because he would not give up when he was under trials. We have a blessing today because one man dared to believe God without moving away from Him for twenty-five years.

Jesus, when I am under trials, experiencing temptations, 

and facing tests, when I don't know what to do, 

I shall lean wholly on You. Amen.
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Faith Without Charity
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And though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. —1 Corinthians 13:2

Suppose I had all faith so I could remove mountains; and I had a big farm, but there was some of my farm land that was not very profitable. It was stony, had many rocks upon it and some little mountains on it that were absolutely untillable and no good. But because I have faith without charity, I say, "I will use my faith, and I will move this land. I do not care where it goes so long as my land is clean." So I use my faith to clear my land. 

The next day my poor neighbor next door comes and says, "I am in great trouble. All your wasteland and stony, rocky land has been tipped onto mine, and my good land is spoiled."

And I, who have faith without charity, say to him, "You get faith and move it back!" That profits nothing.

Then when you pray, God will wonderfully answer you. Nothing will hinder your being used for God. Gifts are not only useable, but God is glorified in Jesus when you pray the prayer of faith. Jesus said, "When ye pray believing, the Father shall be glorified in the Son."

Heavenly Father, fill me with Thy love so that I might 

be used of Thee to glorify Thy name 

whenever I exercise faith. Amen.


[Faith Without Charity] [Smith Wigglesworth] 


Faith Is the Victory!
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Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. —Ephesians 6:16

Remember that God our Father intensely desires for us to have all the full manifestation of His power so that we need nothing but His Son. We have perfect redemption. We have all the power of righteousness. We have to understand that we are brought into line with all of God's power, dethroning the power of the enemy.

If you are afflicted in any way, do not for a moment under any circumstances come to the conclusion that the devil has enmity against you. No, he never has. The devil has nothing against you. But the devil is against the living Christ and wants to destroy Him. If you are filled with the living Christ, the devil is anxious to get you out of the way, there by destroying Christ's power.

Lord Jesus, by faith I claim Your 

victory over the devil. Amen.


[Faith Is the Victory!] [Smith Wigglesworth] 
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